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ABSTRACT

Sung, Kwang-soo
(Korea University)

The Basis and criteria of the teaching and use of the
Korean language in the autonous district of Chinese Yonbyon is
in accordance with '"the Code &f Korean Languége Project," and
Korean for Lower Secondary School published by Northeastern Ko-
rean Ethnic Publishing Company (Korean Language Text Compilation
Bureau) was prepared in accordance with the guidelines of Korean
language textbooks. Accordingly, these new textbooks are out-
standing with respect to their ambitious and substantial contents,
as the éditors proudly confess. A brief survey of the books,
volumes 1 to 6, shows us the following characteristics:

1. The~absence or ambiguity of unit objectives or instruc-
tional purposes (or themes) often makes it difficult to make an
instructional plan for each unit. In some cases there are read-
ing selections classified for self-study or non-inclass teaching
which make it difficult to plaﬁ a unit instruction. For instance,
in the firsf volume we find (1) The Sun and the Moon (2) the Long-
life Grass (3) the Emile Bell and the expositdry writing on read-
ing "How to Keep up Your Emotion in Reading" which make one unit.
This unit does not contain structural summary, nor any instruc-

tional guidelines nor any distinction between the readings that



need to be dealt with and those which need .not.

2. There are too many materials for instruction and learn-
ing activities. Supplementary materia1§ and regularly numbered
materials amount to 46 for the former (9+8+8+8+6+7) and 139 for-
the latter (27+24+22+424+21+21) in the six volumes. The number of
pages for each volume is quite large: 323, 305, 300, 364, 294,
and 3601respective1y.. They amount to around 2,000. Since it is
_impossible to deal with all those materials, it is important to
have part of them self-gtudied or not handled with altogether.

3. Sole use of Hangul in the description of the contents is
unique. Although it may appear practical to mix Chinese charac-
teristics with Hangul in a bilingual place of the local language.
(Chinese) and the ethnic language (Korean), strict distinction ;f
vocabulary from Chinese equivalents and other efforts can only be
understood as an endeavor to avoid the danger of coﬁplete assimi-
lation of the ethnic tongue to the local language.

4. Proportion and mutual relevance of lanéuage skills, graﬁmaf
and literature are expected to be given top priority in materials
compilation and instruction. Such consideration, however, is not
apparent.

5. Selection of reading materials and their topics do not
cover a sufficiently large scope for the size of the materials.

To be more specific, the materials cover only a partial range



temporally and geographically (China and North Korea), and the
themes are limited to socialist revolutions, people's 1iberation;bl
the virtue of overcoming pain and poverty, hostility to romance
~and wealth, and hostility to the United States énd Japan, Liter-
ary works are also limited to those of leftists (purpose litera-
ture) rather ;han pure literature.

6. Although moralistic explanation and description are
considered to be of common nature in any writing and expression,
the textbooks examined use extremely polaric expressions in
describing thematic virtue and vice, beauty and ugliness, and
justice and injustice. Such expressions and language managers
are educationally inadequate and thus need to be reconsidered.

7. Historically and geographically more varied and desira-
ble materials could be selected from Korean literature with a
view to enriching the contents. These materials can be adequa-
tely arranged with respect to language skills and other educa-
tional‘considerations. In order to implement these goals, the
authorities concerned in Yonbyon Korean Autonomous District
are advised to make a request to South and North Korea for a
joint research and cooperation on a simultaneous and equal basis.
On such request the authorities concerned in South and North ’
Korea will have to provide their best possible support to over-

come increasingly heterogeous cultural developments, to render



the ethnic language education maximally efficient, and "to

internationalize the teaching of the Korean language.
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