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4 25) Sasse,p.928. “All [three] books are very will edited, complete
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26 ) Sasse, p. 923, “Linguistic research in North Korea today just

like any other scientific activity seems to be only done in case

it has a comparatively narrowly defined relevance for the society,

this relevance being judged on the basis of present or near future
needs, It is not the individual scholar who attempts to answer
questions‘he feels are in need of investigation the researcher in-
stead is assigned tasks in the frame of an overall cultural policy,
Academic life thus is an integral parf of politics and politics

is leading the way,

This has not alWays been the case, The little reading I have do
ne gives the impression that up to about the second half of the
sixties research was diverse in terms of subjects and basic ques-

" tions and very much in the tradition of the kind of -scholarship
that developed during the Japanese occupation time, It has never
been free of political flavoring, but the political level-nationa-
lism, anti-Japanism, later chuche-ism—was more a superficial
general mood than an expressed policy, But nowadays the goals are
clearly defined, they are set by Kim Ilsong’s and the Party’s °
cultural policy : Linguistics today means the formation and putt-
ing into general use of the” ¢u1tura1 language ” ( munhwao ), the

new Standard North Korean,”
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28) <LFE3so] &>, 1977, 4 @ 46~47
29) 43s AAA, 1978, 1 : 46~47
30) Sasse, p,930
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