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ABSTRACT

MSOVIET STRATEGY IN THE ASIAN THIRD WORLDM

Viewing Soviet behaviors in the Asian Third Wofld, the
years of seventies have witnessed Moscow!'s paving the way:for
increased involvement in this region's poiitico—Milifary B
| affaifs."A‘ldng disputed Seriesfof military/clashes aibng.tﬁe
'Vietnameéé—Cambodian-bordef since Hanoi's victory overiSaigoh
in 1975 finally entailed the Vietnamése invasion of Caﬁbodia
”(Kampuchea) af, the end of 1977. The warlquickly'drew a.Sino-
Soviet o?position to "regioﬁal hégémon§“ﬁénd‘the Eénsequence.
of these aiignmenté'ovef the Kampuchean i65te became tdlbe
knOWn'as‘"a’Sino—Soviet War by Proxy."

Wiﬁﬁin,the general fraﬁeWorK created by continued Sino-
Soviet tension and revalrj,-some marginal éhangés in the
cdntours of Asian relationships could Be COhéeiable,_ The |
highlighted Soviet activities in Asia coqld”théfefbfe"éffecf
the fﬁtufe'policy relatibnships'ambng théiﬁanyAsian remland
countries. R B | i

lAgainst these background of the Asian Third Wofld; the

paper attempts to examine two aspects of the Soviet stratégy,



viewed from the Soviet eehaviors,in (1) an Asian Collective
Stystem as a Soviet proposal and_(z)_the_p:eeenpewof the
Soviet Pacific 'Fleéﬁ in the region. The Soviet proposed Asian’
'Collectin Security ‘System may be interpreted as Moscowts
1nten51f1ed effort to make a polltlcal gesture toward all non-
Communist states of #4sia. In terms of mllltary posture, the
Soviet‘Pacifichleet's extended act1V1tles are de51gned in part
to let OFhQPS know ‘that the Soviet Union is éﬁ:"ﬁsiéh.éeﬁer.n

~ The Soviet idea of the Asian Collective Soeurity System

has been criticized for a number of reasons by Western and

-

Chlnese analysts | |
’(l) The Soviets‘arertrying to overstep the Asian threshoid;drt
(2) They are plotting tO'fili the power vacuum; :

(3) The& are attempting-strategically to surround China;‘and,
(4) They are seeking to hold the'Spheres‘Of influence.

The Soviets have, in turn, categorlcally refuted these chargee
by saying that: | |

(1) The USSR is an Asian Pewer-

(2) Asia is inhabited by regional -powers’ of" themselves

(3) Chlna is invited as a member of the stystem; and

(4) The USSR seeks no hegemony over Asia,
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- Moscow has over the yeéfs chsistgpP}y,been-claiming‘fhat
the Asian Cdllective”ééﬁﬁrity éystem is designed-ds a ”béﬁﬂaary
sepafating the forces of peace and progreés“ from”thbée‘of
?aggfeséioﬁ and reaéﬁion." According‘tpvthe=50v1ets, thoéé whp
belong to the aggreési&e forces opposed the Soviet-sponsored
system,»and‘théﬂsbvieté'labelled the Chinese as the "reactionary
forces bent on aggfés;iOn."

Thé'proposed-system, as it has evolved, would have served
between-the'USSR'é Asian objectives including promoting a closer
tie bétween Moscow and‘Pyongyang, However, it 1is interestiﬁg
to note that there Qasllittlerevidence to show an improvéd'}
relationship 5etwéen them with regafdrto the collective secufity
svstem. The Soviet commentators heve fepeatedly'biﬁed.Mbngolién
su?port of the proposal, but not & single reference has been
,positively méde to nortﬁ‘KQrea. In fact,_the Soviets ﬁight}.hh
have found it difficult to expect rorth Korean support for the
proposed'systéﬁ,wﬁécausé nortg-Korean support for the system
would have neutralized its policy of unification by force.

If the Soivet probosal were truly based on the principle

of universal membership to include "all peace-loving states of

Asia," Moscow should have extended its initiativé'td'South
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Korsqf However, the Soviet Union seemingly has deliberately
avoided approaching South quea for any bilaﬁeral céntacf.
The Soviets so far have limited theif contacts_with Séuth Korea
to multilateral events of a n6n—political naturé. In ordér_to
qiimp;qvewbilateral‘relations between}Séoul‘ahd Moscow, it is
now up to the Soviets! responses to Seoul's open-door
initiatives. |

With regard to the Sovietl?acific Fleet, the éoviet leaders
make no secret of their conviction that their growing sezvower
will play‘a decisive part in.bringing about what Leonid Brezhne
calls, "the global triumph éftsociaiism,” i.e., Soviet world
domination. According_tq Admiral.Gorshkov, current world
‘developments in the era of detente ere characte;ized-b&,”funda—
mental changes in the balance of forces in favor of‘socialism,”
towardithe USSR. In térms of 5eapowerxsuperiority, the»almost
inevitable presence of the Soviet Pacific Fleet will impose .
addit}pnal‘danger for the U.S.kand its allies in the afed.
Since the Junévﬁér of 1967 in the liddle East, the Sovieﬁsk
have never hesitated to resort to such a military diploﬁay of
“shdwing ﬁhe flag." o

The Soviet naval presence in the Koréah‘Japahese waters
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