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A CONCEPT OF DEFENSE AND PROSPECT OF MILITARY REINFORCEMENT IN
JAPAN: An impeuct on the military s1tuatlon and tension reductlon
on the Korean Penlnsula .

- Kyoung~rak.Choi
. Professor
T The Nstional»Defense'College
The prlmary 1ntent1on of thls paper is to scnutlnlze the
1mpact of the Concept of Defense, Mnlltary Ebllcy/Strategy, and‘
Mllltary Relnfo”cement in Japan upon the Korean Penlnsula and
the Northeast.Asian intepnationslporder; finalIy assessing thei
contribution to the tension reduction and stability of Korean
Penlnsula through the analys1s of various factors related
. The result I hope,-w111 by show1ng the pollcy—dlrectlon be
applled to the formatlon of peaceful unification pollcy of the
Natlonal-Unlflcatlon Board.

‘ The attrlbute of thls report is pollcy-studY, and composed
of flve parts I) The concept of defense, mllltary pollcy, and
the trend of mllltary relnforcement in Japan II) The concept
_of defense, mldu and long;range mllltary pollcy, and prospect
of its mllltary relnforcement of Japan 1n 19803, III) The 1mpact

on the mllltary 51tuat10n of Korean Penlnsula, IV) The

Assessment of 1ts contrlbutlon to the reductlon ‘of the tension



SR

on the Korean Peninsula,.and V) The application to the policy~
dlrection of Korean Unlflcatlon Policy. |

Expected effects of ‘this paper -are: flrst to detect the
degree of contribution of the concept of defense< mllitar&

nollcy/strategy, and military relnforcement of Japan 1n l980s

to: the reductlon of the Kbrean Penlnsular tension and the sta -

'blllty of Korea, second, to grasp the consideration related to

the defense pollcy that can. be applled to the formatlon of

peaceful unlflcatlon policy of Kore@.v

I. The Concept of Defense, Mllltary Pollcy, and the Trend. of:
Mllltary Reinforcement in Japan e

Tne Self—defense ‘Force of Jepan, created under the control -
of General MacArthur rlght in the flow of_the Kbrean War as
' i ' | ST g

)Ollce P’eParatorY Force', has gained a . strong pOSition of

hlghlv modernlzed military force. whlch 1s equlpped W1th leS,'

pP-3C, E-2C, Th tank, missile, and varlous modern Weapons, and

'whlch is prov1ded with qualitatively hlgh mllltary capablllty

based on the "Defense Strategy' modlfled w1th preventlon of

invas1on ,' oU1ck response’ ,—andw’defen51ve attack'

Theigrow1ng procéss of the, Self—defense Force 1s analyzed

" in thls part accordlng to the. two—per10d~chronolog1cal d1v151on

Yaal L



before and after the Defense Ability Arangement Plan i? 1957.
What is important in this part is fhe fact that the fqrma»
tion of the concept of defense;'military policy/strategy, and
military reiﬁforcement in Japan has been strongly guided by the
tactidél énd“étrétegical~considefaﬁions of the Asian'?olicy of
:théUnited:Sfétés: B |

13 _‘The Concept of Defense M1d~ and Longmranﬁe Nllltarv Pollcy,"
and’ Prosnect of its Mllltarv Relnforcement of Janan in 1980s

'The . S. -Japan Securlty Treaty is and w1ll contlnue to be
anﬁiméoftantfplllar of :the fundamenﬁal,defensé system of Japan.
Accordinglyg'the two principles: the con;ept of 'ﬁrévenfion of
ihﬁééion‘”thﬁt?tﬁe United Statég fill cope with the 1arggaf:f
.tﬂscale armed ager e551©n awalnst Jﬁban the .quiCE-réséaﬁse' that
‘fthe'Jépanése’8e1f~deLense.rorce will cope with'the limited local

wafféré;'will serve as the fremework of primary defense system,
uhlésébthere-are'eﬁochal'interpélvor extefnaluchéngésuié cdming
'ihﬁé the'deéf of the SocialégEvParty‘or ééﬁmuni?tPaftyﬁ
‘another war on,the.KoreanIkyp;nspié;i;’se;iéﬁsImilifary threat
Cor brovcking 0f~thevSovietsr weakéﬁih? of the U'S ;Jabaﬁ

Securltv Treaty. or. w1thdrawal of the U S Forces from .ZfapamJ

'or pulllng-back of the substantlal forces of the U.S. from the
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West Pacific.: Nevertheless, the military.réinfqrcément.will go -
a;QPg;With thé line éf;#onjnuclear principle?.putﬁing ité pfiority-
~order qualitatively ratﬁer thaﬁ quantitativelyrto'the!maritime,
air, apd grognd forces. The defense spen¢ingnof,apé?oiimapely
2 percent of GNP wiliﬂbe inevitable becauée of the growing
militaryythreat of thé'Soviets,_continuing tension oanorean
Jéninsﬁié. |

| The ﬁilitary policy/strategy will be:'1) increase of sur-
‘iyeillgnée of nearby sea and air space, 2) enhanéemenﬁ of cooper-
afivé abiliéy of‘the Groﬁnd,AMaritime,:and Ai; Self--defense Force
of Japan with the Navy and Air Force of the’Uﬁited States within
the U.S.wJapan'Security Treaty513);gradﬁal increase of export
of 'arms -in orde;sto_lighfen;%%e bﬁrden of the defense efforts,
1) maintaining the military,data7gathering'activities ip_nearby
areas including Korean Peninsula at higher level than any other
fields,,S)VJapan's'continuing to avoid the direct military -
cooperation w;ﬁh Korea; but withfthe~possibiiity of. gradual
increase of indirect bodperatiqn.
III. The Impact on the Military Situstion on the Korean Peninsula

Fffstly, Jépén’s pbéifi#e;éﬁd éignificaht ﬁiiifary/péliéical

krole qn.Kbrean Peninsula will be impossible because_of the.
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-6ﬁjéctions of the United States; o the'Soviets,‘and of Chinéx
VFurthefmore, thp_@omes;ic condition‘iélprgmature in Jepan,
énd there exists rejection reacﬁion both in Koréa and Nérth
.’Kbrea;‘whlle the Self-defense Force per se is hardly capable |
"1n terms of mllltary strength However,'the second result of
vthiS‘analysis showslphat the interest'rega;ding the security
of KOrea is increasing. Thifd'and‘finally, this analysis
ciarifies thét Japanvﬁill.giveonly'aniindirectvinfluence upon
theiﬁiiitary situation on Korean Peninsula in virtgg of the
féct that.the éonsensus toward military policy about Korean
‘Peninsula ig;got‘fo;mgd vet.
VIV The Assessment of 1ts Contribution to the Reductlon of
the 'Ien81on on the Korean Denlnsula. ‘

Japgp 1§;n9t naturally comparable to the United Sﬁates
in this anaiyéis thouéh Japén is expected to inflﬁence in-
dlreébly the reductlon of the Korean Peningula ten31on and
‘.the stablllty._. .\_,.
1) Japan W111'seék implicitly to contribute to the tensioﬁ.;w

reductlon and stablllty of the Korean Penlnsula through the
.dlplomatlc role at securltv dlmen31on level a) Japan w1ll~
.-suggest the Unlted States to take a complementary action, when.
the United States withdraws the FoFces in Kbrea,.to maintain
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" the belance between Korea and North Korea;_or,tit will suggest
to keep-the level of the United States Force i@\Korea; t) Jepen;
will show-its keen interest about Korea gradually; c) Japan Vill'
“try td persuade the United States., the Sovieteﬁwghine,hapd_North
Kbrea to -take proper polltical actionsg - llhe openlnc of an |
international conference,_reopenlng;of;?gptg;lorth Talk d) Japan
.will*dautiouslyfapproacﬁaNOIth Kbrea~sensitively.observlng reactions
of Korea and.thie United qtates, and’ recognlzlng as- a—matter—of—
factly "two Koreas'; e) Japan will remind the Unlted States that
it ;s aga}ngt Korean nuclear armament, and at the same t1me Korean
milaéc;gg}"”;;gsi’;géff over forth Korea.

2) In the. case of -North- Korean invasion agalnst beea, Japan will
cooperate ‘with Korea through the United States a)lJapan Wi;l¢
nermit: the use ofvthenUnited.States militerx,peses %Q Japqpves
oﬁeratien/baees, and in the same way; aipart of itefterritety,

as logistic bases. b);Japan-will.sell_the. munltlons aed |
supplies;to~Koree providing some needed serv1ces.f c) Japan w1ll
-prov1de the United States and Korea w1th the mllltary data gather-

ed by . 1tse1f T

\¢3LiJepen;will takexits;oynfcpgnger e;tionwtprqugpfgts eppancement

of data-gathering activitiesnaboutlthe military situation on the

~100~



T

“Ax{s of their operation..

the Korean Peninsula: a) increase of military exchange, b) ediu-

cational program and p.omotion of periodical informal meeting of
persons_concerned, ¢) improverfent of functions of militg;y"
aﬁttaéhe9 d) encouragement of confact, exchange,,and'conference
of security specialists. )
) Jépén will seek to impro#e*the indirect‘anq;impliéit‘cﬁopera-

tion with Korea -~ specially~wi£h Navy: -- in pursuing the expan-

sion of surveillance~area.Of:nearby sea_and air,spacen”anﬁ_im—

fprovement of the. act1v1t1ea,za) planning the -exchange v151ts of

trainee ships, b) expan51on of contact and exchange of Navy -
personnels, c) exchange of infprmations.upon the~Sovi§p§wgnd

North- Korea d) examlnatlon of 301nt operation drwlls of the
11&

United States, Korea.,: and Japan w1th thﬂ ‘vgpthAﬁleet~as the

" 5Y Japan wilIigraduallyfand cautiously investigate the poss-

E{lity*of”éxporting~arms'to«Korea,_and‘o£=cqop¢§qtiop,withLKgrean

"@:fense industry: a) examination of the,reactipns;Qf1th United

States; the:'Soviets, .China; and North Korea, as well as.its own
domestic attitude, b) giving priority to the cooperation of .
military scientific technology.related to the.defense. industry,

and implementation of supplying waf resources, c¢) promotion of
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exporting noncombatant eqnipments,--'electronic'and communication

facilities.

Conclusions

1) Jepan will cautiouely and gradually seek to have indirect -

ano iﬁplioit military cooperationrwith Kbrea in order to reduce
Korean Penlnsular ten51on and to effort for stablllzlng peace.

on the Penlnnola, 1ncreas£nv its interest

é} Jnnanlwnll not be able to take up for the Unlted States to
.contrliute fo” fne‘pollplcai andgmllltary‘smtuaplonvon the‘Kbrean\
Penlnsula within ten vears. - |

‘3) Japanese noiicy ofjmlllterv cooperatlon w111 contlnue to ebb
and flow tOWard Korea,qoboerv1ng the reactlons of the Unlted

Sta tes, the Soviets, Chlna, and North Korea. L

Iy Mllitary cooperation between Japan and»Kbren will be effective

to a limited degree when the following facts are taken for granted:

‘ trend of decrease of the Unlted States m111tary contrlbutlon to
Kbrea, Japanese pledge to the Unlted Stateg; a large-scale reln»
forcement of North Forean armed forces and 1ncreas1ng threat of
71ﬁ5531on agalnst Kopea, the pos31b111ty of Japanese approach to

Vorth Korea, Japanese nnlltary potentlals.
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Considering these Japanése environment, thefNatiéﬁél Unification

' Board snould provide more opportunities with Japahese people for
thém to know ﬁore about our peaceful uﬁificaﬁioh"poliéy through
-Qa;ib;é'leétures, seminars, and public meetings;- 5) I suggest the
Jational Unifiéation Bd;rd to dispétéh a personnel to reside in
Japén ~- Korean Infofmatién Center in Japan -- to be in charge of
Public Relations ané'dafé-gathéfiﬁéJabtivffiééy '6)" '0On.‘the spot
educétion prégram' in Japan under ﬁﬁé'édspices of the National
Uﬁif_ication Board for the imﬁo;ia'nt leaders of the Federation of

. Korean_Reéidents in Japan is highly advisable. This will result
the tetter understanding and firmer cohvicﬂion upon the peaceful

Unification policy smong the permanent residents in Japan.
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Flnally, the suggestlons for the pollCJ directiodi of the Korean

peaceful unlflcatlon pollcy are: 1) It is. highly advlsable that

.we use Japan:to persuade the Uhlte@,ﬁﬁﬁteﬁ regardlng the problems

1like theuwithdrawal piEﬁ ovaﬁerican forces.in KbTEa; the United

States Securlty Pollcy for Kbrea, and peaceful unification
"lpollcy of Korea.  2) It is suggeetlble that .Japan’ should in-

hfluence China and the' Sov1ets to help North Korea'® tome to the

| South-North lalk tabIe.' 3) The Natlonal Unification Board will

have to increase opnortunltles for the defense spec1allsts of
Japan —- the specialists from the Mlnlstry of Defense, Japan,

Joint Staff Committee, the Defense College, and other military

specialists -- to know more about the peaceful unification policy -

- of ours, sponsoring various international conferences; and

opportunitieslfdr mutual contacts and exchange visits for the

3pecialists. These ﬁill‘have some effect of preventing the
specialists from approaching North Korea. 4) In Japan, there

are many_pro—North'ﬁoréan groups -- Japan Socialist Party,

>

Japan Communist Party, Nortih Korean sectors -- including quite

a number of military attaches and special correspondents from

various countries. In addltlon, it is well known that the

' Japanese mass-media are tilted against Korea by and. 1arge.
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