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— ABSTRACT -

Living Conditions ‘of the Viriters in North Korea

The North Korean puppet regime claséifiéd the writers ‘

- into novelist, poet, play writer critic children's literature

writer and trénslation writer, etc. There are about 350

writers in total in North Korea.

The mission assigned to the writers is to lead or encour-

' ége and agitate the mass of people by means of literature as

réqUired by the political party based on the literature and

art policy of the party.

The study consists of 10 chapters in order to describe

the living conditions and status or activities of such writers.

Chapter 1 contains how to become the writers, type of
writers such as candidate member of league and its regular
member, the writers who have occupation and so called 'Libera~

tion Writer' and remuneraticn for the writers, etc.

In Chapter 2 the author deécribed the organizatioh,of
the writers! league, its mi%sion and{functibh, distribution

of the writers by section/field and by region, procedures for
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enrolhnent‘to the league, actual situation of controlling the
%riters, ﬁhe relation Wiph.'the General League dfvthe Literature
and Arts' and the relation with the department of_literéture
and arts. |

In‘Chééter 3 the\apthor Wbrked on-the liferature and art
poliéy of,the'pafty,rsupér&iéion énd control on. the literature,

and actual status of concrete control on creative writing and

practice.,

:”The‘qonpents and features of thevediting department of.
'the Literature NewSpapers'3’the‘Chosun Literature','Liierature
of the Youth', 'the Children's Literatufe*, 'the Poem and
Literatufé“, 'the Play Literature'! and 'the Modern Literature!
-‘aré'handled.in Chaptef'g..

Chapter 5 describes the daily life of the writers who
worké on a certain job and 'the Liberatiqn Writers!, the
writers! living~situatioh in the organizétion of—the party.
and some sﬁecial ways of their 1iving, the_iiving conditions

such as recreation and drinking, etc.

" In Chapter 6 the actual general status of the creative

life, such as news coverage sctivities, process of writing,
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life in the creative office and the control on so called
group_ guidance for creation of the revolutional masterpiece

including establishment of the plan for creation; is described.

The actual ceses are given in Chaptef 7 regarding the
agony in daily life, the schematism and the agony of the -~
Writeré, the agony in crestion gf the works mainly on 're-
volutional fraditionl, the agony in creatidn of the worké
maiﬁly dn 'war', the agony in creation of‘the ﬁorks with
major title of~building 'socialism', thevagony'in creation of
therworks‘with the majéf title of 'Unification of the Mother-

land' and the agony of the translation writers, etc.

The vafious incidents and events/cases, such as the event
of the poet KIM WOoiChéolfs suicide, the caée'of.the poet‘KIM
Cheol and PARK Myong-Ja, the case of protest by the poet

WANG Ho-il, the event of rejection fof writing 'Meﬁoire/
Recoilections’, and complicéted.dealing‘betweén £he oihér

'sex/es, etc., are described in Chepter 8.

; The-éuthqr described some phenomena such as lack of works,

occurred in the middle of 1960's, actual situation of the
writer’s'labor,‘post inspection, collective crestion, assign-

ment of the writers to the military forces, etc. in Chapter 9
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The fate of‘thé writers who were kidnapped and gone by
themseiVeS¢to»NortH Korea is described in Chapter 10. The
tragic;life_of the writers went  from South'Korea, who ﬁere

cruglly purged, inclﬁding‘Choon Won LEE KWANG Soo0, Sang Heo
| LEE TaefJo§n and KU Po PARK Taé-Won,'arehandleakin this

Chapter.

The author added how the author becamé a writer in‘North
Korea and the life'experience és a writér there. The author
stated in this story Qf his.own'experienqe thé laréé'purge on .
'the'writers and artists in earlykof l§60'5<and the event of |
the modern type’burnirg of the books.

It was emph351zed in the ioreg01ng statmenté that the
writers in &orth Korea have been forced to become the waltlngr
ma1d/yes~men of the party by the North Korean puppet reglme and
,they are llV¢ng in Lhe 01rcumst3nce that their 1nd1v1dual

character and the artlstlc nature have been trampled down.

" There exists no true/real literature in the place where
the individual character, style and srt are trampled down,
Tt7is matter of course that the sentences of propaganda and-

agitatiorn, ‘which can not be considered as true literature,
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have been produced in such place.

" Here it is the very agony of the North Korean writers,
and sometimes the writersrtry to,cbndﬁqt,the movement to drown
such agony. However, such movement is suppressed by being

hammered down by the dictatorship.

It is not only the issue of the North Korean writers but

‘21so the problem to be settled by all of our people to save the

literature in North Korea
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