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A STUDY OF THE "IDEA OF JUCHE" IN NORTH KOREA (resume)

(1) Enfi%bnmeétal situation.for the emergencerff"juche”;

It was on Decémbér 28;'1955 that Kim Il-song, thelGencraI-'~
éecretary of the WOrkeréf Pérty'of-quea (WPK) and the ﬁbrth |
‘Korean President (Just), for the first time raiséd officiallyr'
the question of'éstablishing "juche! (autonomy.or self—idcnti£y) :

in the party. Based oﬁ ﬁjuché" he declared the "independent
party Line ﬁo the'outside'world‘in the editorial of the Rodong>
Sinmum, the péfty organ, of August 12, 1966. .When hermentionedc
" tjuchen for the first time, it was noﬁhing‘butian unfipe self—
consciousness or a fragmental thought fbrvpolitical tactics.
As time bassed/by, it was more theorizedvand sustantially enri-
ched in gradual process, finally assuming the form of the
"monolithic idedlogical system of‘the parﬁy”;

Originaliy, Kim.Ilésong took up the question of "juché"
as an ideological weappgyto brotect.and consolidate his leader-
ship-of the partyaga&nét_ﬁfactionalists". TheAdomestic neces-
sities'for-emphasiiing "juche" was insepérabiy conneéted with
drastlcally changlng 1nternat10na1 communlst movement. It Was
with- sueh background as Stalln's death in 1953, as an epcch—

maklng political thaw in the Sov1et Union, as Khrushchev's
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de-Stalinization drive in the international communist movement,

&

and as the Sino—Soviet'ideological conflict since 1956 that

the question'of'”juche" emerged in North Korea. In the eventful

years follow1ng the death of Stalln, 1ntense power struggles

were dovcloplng among factlons w1th1n +the WPK.

wlth the death of Stalln the Inttrnatlonal communlst move—,

| mont changcd from monollthlsm to polycenurlsm.ln 1ts organlza~

tlonﬂl fewturo.. Respectlve communlst countrles dared’ to try

| 1ndependont 1nterprotat10ns and 1pp11cat10ns of Martlsm—Lcnlnlsm

| dlfferent from the stantpoint of the Soviet Unlon. As a result,

a‘unlfled, effectlvely controlledfcommunlst movement of the

uorld w1th a single center and a centrallzed orgcnlzatlon was B

abOUt to break in pleces, ana’ +hms was. gradually replaced by R

natlonal communlst movements which hdJe thelr own - cente *S and
oecullar natlonal 1nterests. In many countrles communlst
leaders who were 1n‘power hoped to be . looked on as natlonal
leeders of thelr own countrles, whlle offlclally commlttlng
vely put emphasls on thelr spe01al natlonal culture, pecullar |
condltlons of hlstory and dlfferent developmental stage, etc.l
S0 that they can, engoy the support of their’ own people above :

all-else._ .
- —84 -
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As‘the-sino~soviét dispuite was. deteriorating, most of the
commu'nist parties of the world, fishing in tr-oubléd'watérs, |
could flnd limitted fields for autonomous act1v1t1es unless

they were occupled by forelgn troops., Thus, Belgrade, Buchrest,

Hanoi or- Havana, claiming - each one's scparate, 1nd6pondent path,

struggled for attalnlng the p051tlon of national center of its

own cpmmunlst‘movement. In the aftermath of dlSlntegratlng

interﬁatidnalism of fo1st-Len1n1st camp, Klm Il—song was also

_ pursuing his own ideological autonomy and "creative" policy.

- The process of astabiishing #jhche! in North Korea was the

-

process~of_disintegfatiqn of the monolithic world communism.

4(2) Schema of Kim Il-song(s "idea of juche".

Slnce hlS declaration of 1ndependent party llne, Kim

‘Il-song has elabordted the uheory of "Juche" a posterlorl

'He continued-to stress on the "revolutlonary,splrltAof self-

reliaﬁce”;as~the idelogicalrfOundation of the iﬁdependent-party

line. From thisuspirit his'pérty theoreticians worked out

four pr1n01ples----"3uche in 1deolOgy“ "independence in‘pol-
1tlcs", self-sustenanCp in- economy" and "selfdefence 1n natlonal

defence"._ Under ths pretect of lacklng "juchet, he purged a

_ number of party leader of party leaders'allegedly'leaning,
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towarde_MbscowjorfPekingQ They,were_brapded "medern‘fevieion—“”* “]i'
.ists".if‘eympathetio with»Khrushchev;,and denouncedlﬁdogmetistS"
wheﬁ f;iend;y te'Peking. -Bethvwere eiso critisized "flunkyis£s"
or 'national nihiliets" if éhey suspected Kim'e radicalism
v(rapid‘industrialization aﬁd collestivization of agriculturej
or. opposcd his pereonallty cult of Sta. 1n's style.
Though Klm.Il—song‘s "idea of Jucne” is enshrined ae

ﬁimmOrtal" currently in North Korea, it is ncither founded Qﬁ

a pfofound ideolqgical systemunor{given,any creativity;_ To
begin with, "juche in ideelogyﬂ was a mere-ouﬁeryrwithout any
philoéophical explanation,'when it ﬂaS'empﬂaeized to party

cadres for the fif5£ time in Deccmber, 1955, 1Its motivation
was to‘etrengthén his dictatornsip Stelinisfiin its basic
characte;, and ﬁotentially threathened by pro—Soviet‘or pro- .
Chinese group within ihe party in the milieu of\de—stalinizétion
drive., Later‘it_came to be regarded as a guidelinemfor'thought“
reform en;the pattern of revelutionary’spirit as taught by

_Kim Il—soﬁg. In recent yeare his "idea.of juche™ degenerated
| to'the extent that every 1nd1v1dal member of North Korean peo- |
-ple has to be remoulded 1n the personal 1mage of Kim Il-song, 

-the "great" revolutlonary Leader.
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Kim Il-song has been making utmost efforts to transform

the North Korean people into a "Socialist nation® after his own

iﬁége.- For this pufpose he carries out the task of "revolution-

-ization and workingclassization (proletarianization) of the

-whole of society" by intensive ideological revolution. For-

TN

~the construction of a communist-society, he said, the korcan

~people should occupy the_"ideological fortress” as well as the

"materialsﬁic-techhological fortress". .Unless the party have

remoulded all the people by the'communist ide010gy of "juche!

type, it cannot completo the constructlon of communism.

Recently he proposed another goal of polltlcal task, thut is
the ”Juche—lflcatlon” of the whole of socicty; it means tho

throughgoing remould of whole North Korean socicty to meet the

‘demand of his '"idea of juche'.

As ofore—mentionod,”independence'in'politics” was tacti-
cally oropagoted to ﬁu{l.denooncomonts at anyone of his;ribalé
within the party, and to prevont the party from béing influeﬁcod
by Soviei Union'or mainland China. By thls catchword he attem—v

pted to consolodiate” hlS leadershlp of the party and to aCthVL

more autonomy in the commulst world. Thus, the prlno1ple of

"1ndependence in polltlcs" could be charactermzed as’ almlng at

two targets 51multaneously-~~both monollthlsm 1nternally and



polycentrlsm 1nternat10nally.o
Kim Il—song’s prlnc1ple of "self-sustenanee ;n economy"

L:as oased on hlﬁ thoughtfthat "economlc 1ndepeqdence is the‘“"
1ater1al basxs for polltlcal 1ndependence" Ao leader of‘a:j" . :" 1
naveloplng communlst country, he has lald a partlcular stress"\ . .
Cupon’ 1ndependent national ceonomy for attalnlng national inde~
-fnendence. He also used the SIOgan, ”self—sustenance in economy"

* 18 another 1deolog1cal weapon to attack the "dogmatlsts" or

rcv1olonlsts" w1th1n the party who were agalnst hlS ultra-
Stalinist—economic policy;for Socialist=cohstructibn.' The

catchword was used to defend himself from Khrushchev's or Mao!'s
“ttempt to interfere with North Korean domestic affairs by

.conomic aids. Aeccording to Kim Il-song, "the ahti-partyo

zlemonts Wiﬁhin the barty aﬁ&'their’supportes abroad, reviéioh;‘
1sts-egreat—powef chauvihistsi lined up as one in.oppositioh - ;
té'oqf'parffﬁand ;é-:ih‘anattempt to oVerthrow the leadership - p
»£ our party and government . | g

:Thé'Poi;CylofoﬂSeif-deféhce'ih nationél d'eférfce"r iS'soio~

‘that it is the Eéxhbbdmﬁént'*of the sprit éf ééii‘"—riél'i;ncé".' -
From the rationalé of this pollcy, Klm Il-song has been mobl— :

' llZlng as much materlal and human resources as p0551ble to

atrenghten the "revolutlonary democratlc bas;s"(North Korea)

8§ -




f“Tg‘ﬁurﬁ"ihe.whole army into a modern army!, ﬁtoarm’the whole
peoplé"5'"to‘fortifﬁ'the'whole-éountry"'and'"té turn the whole
army inte an army,éf éadres"'aréifouf boliciés of the party'é”*'
independent military\iine, and tﬁey'havé beeﬁlcaffied out with
‘unpfeéédéhted'effofts, _ByléhGSé poliéies, North'Koreé is’being
| 'militarizéd to the maximum extent. The more polltlcal and
 social” reglmentatlon is pushed forward, the more 1deologlcal '

: work 1s‘1nten31f1¢d.

~ .
frgag -

(3) P-‘erfity cult---the coufse taken' by the f"j;dea of juche" .‘
Nortﬁ Korean party propagandlsts write that the 1dea of
\Juche was created for the flrst time by Klm Il—song in the |
revolutlonary hlstory of the world. It is also Sdld that hls
 "1dea of Juche" and "revolutlonary splrit of self—rellance"
were thoroughly embodlded 1n the program of the Antlulmperlaa
list League organlzed by K1m Il-song as early as 1n 1927 (at the
| age of flftcen') in Chlrln, Manchurla. He is now halled the*
r.most patrlotlc hero 1n Korean ' hlstory, and worshlpped as a
"genlous,of revolutlon" ."the most creatlve Marx1st-Len1nlst
thinker and theorist". He is also idolized as having verlfledi

B his'infaliﬁility since teen-ager. The propagandist works for
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| the personaiifytcult of Kim Il-song are evermore vigorously
eccelerated not only in Korth Korea, but also at every part of
the world if it is p0551ble. _ ’
In_implementing his independent party line;Kim Il-song has
been going through twists and turns in his relatioﬁshipsfwith
Moscow and Peking. He, as common elly of Mosoow and Peking,
played off one senior comrade agaiost the other and‘gained in;
crcased autonomy together with continued economic—military aids

from both sides, In the course of achieving independency he has

purged all thl "antiparty elemonts”,‘"factionaiist ??w gounter-
revolutioharies”, ”opportunistsﬁ "fiunkyists" 'hatiooal nihilfj
distst and etc. Wlthln thc party,_ On the other hand the two
contending glants, hoscow anc Deklng, have been competlng against
~ each other 1n thelrreupportgof North Korea to wln over Pyongyang n
on their reeoeotive sides.-aIn order to manipulete the two- |
.allles for hlm il—song, however, he needs more power, far

stronger leadershlp and more personallty cult that is the

corollary of Klm Il-song's "idea of Juche"
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