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An Analysis.ef Relationships between ASEAN and Majer:

Powers (USA, USSR, PRC, and Japan)

The main purpose of ttis paper is to analyze the
| relationships between ASEAN and its circumstancial major
powers,‘such as USA, USSR, -PRC, and Japan, with and
emphasis on identifying the future trends of ASEAN's
relatipnships with these major powers.

When ASEAN was created in 1967 by five indigepcusv
Southeast Asian’ oceuntries (Indonesia, . Philippines,
Singapere, and Thailand), it was designed to indirectly
promete peace and stability in the ASEAN regisn, mainly
threugh cultural and économig cooperation am§;g the countries.

~ .~Hewever, since the ASEAN Surmit in Bali in 1976, ASEAN has

indeed entered a new era when the five ASEAN leaders signed

tﬁé'Association's first political‘treaty, thereby demonstrating

the desire for greater solidarity among the member countries.
But we have found from this study that the main thrust

of ASEAN as a regional organization has mainly still been

directed toward cultural and economic cooperatien. From this

study, we have derived the tentative conclusions on the
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relaﬁionships between ASEAN and the four major powers as
follews: First, the ecenomic involvement ef the U,S.A. in
the ASEAN region is steadily increasings nor has there
bteen any diminution in its political and strategic interest
in the region, although %hére remains unclear the American
:dlitary commitment to the region. At present, the U.S.
hegins to accept the significance of ASEAN as a crucial
regional bedy; the U.S., helpé and will help ASEAN seek its
awn logic, through means of ecbnomic.COoperétion,‘for\iﬁ
imows that ASEAN is closely linked with the West.,

Second, especially with regard to the ASEAN region,
the USSR is regarded as a relatively distant power so far.
iussia has shown diplomatic skills in regard to "ASEAN's
r.eutralization prdposal v.5. its concept of the Asian
collective Security System which has failed to make any
significant headway in the region. There is a growing
concern in the ASEAN region as well as in the outside of it
that Hanoi will be enlisted as a major instrument in the
J.8.5.R.'s drive to retain its influence in Southeast Asia

beyond the Vietnam War,
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Third, the foremost concern of China could be to win
over ASEAN as active allies to its céuse; But if it is not
attainable, China will be likely to want to prevent the
Organization from being used aé.a‘tgol of superpowefs,
particularily the USSR. At least, what China wants to emerge
out of ASEAN is an organization ofbétrong, independent
countries which strives ffiéndly and conéciously for the

“interests of the Third World. In this sense, Peking supports 
the concept of ASEAN as a zone of peace, freedoh.and neﬁtrality.
It is expected that Chinawwill show a more active interest in
the ASEAN region.

Fourth, beginning with the so-called "Fukuda Doctrine!
Japan assumes its leadership role in the ASEAN region, in
a striking contrast with its non-policies toward ASEAN in
the past. Japan's tentative commitment of one billion dollars
in loans to ASEAN's industrial complementation projects is an
initial indication of its recognition of ASEAN's collective
needs as well as the leadership Tokyo wants to maintain in
ASEAN,.- The ASEAN countries would certainly like to see
increased participation by Japan in the region but on ASEAN

terms.
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Finally, confronting with intra-and extra-regional
:nfluences, the ASEAN countfies today appear to be accepting
the presence of all of the mojor‘powers, with "e@uidistance"
rosture, However, the cufrent tilt with ASEAN is clearlf
toward the Weot for economic as well as political and |
security reasons, This trend is likely to continue for the
future, It is oxpected that ASEAN as a regional body Of,
cconemic cooperation will grow fast, TYet, its ulﬁimate
survioal hingeo upon political and security trénds in the
region as a ﬁhole wﬁich are currently not uoder,fegional

control in the primary sense,-
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