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 THE INSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE OF PEACE IN THE KORFAN PENINSULA

-~ An Interim Review of Its Harsh Process and

Problems Involved --
By Sung-Hon RHEE
Resume

‘According to ﬁhe‘viéissitudes of internaiionai pbwer con; o
figuration since the end of World ar II. the power structure
of Northeast Asia surroundiﬁg the Korean Peninsula, too, has
changed‘for séveral timeéL Whenithe mutuallyacheckingrﬁalance
of power'system among the four big powers —-- USA, USSR; PRC
and Japan — eﬁerged in the Asian;Pacific region as an upper-
straﬁum-ihternational system with a dominant role according tol
the detente treﬁd in’the.19705, this in turn w#s projecﬁed onto
the Korean ‘eninsula and, with the South-North dialogue initis
ated by the ROK as a turning point, South Kofea and North‘Kofea
were eventually incorporated into the fouf-big-power structure .
in Northeast Agialand akperplex powef relation in‘the name of -
cross-cutting bimultipolérity bggan"tovdevelop. Héreupdn, %t ’
wés raiééd as\é:comm§n'task to céordihaté the différﬁng posi—

tions_of Spﬁﬁh and'Nérth Korea and surrounding four big powers
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and institutionalize the'innenesfstof all parties/ooncerned
into.a peace system or anAinternational order,wbut the sub-
sequent developments proved how difficult it was.

In this-article, I analized, in connection with the vari-
aoles affecting.the situation of Korean Peninsula and the basic
principles.and frames of reference cOncérning the'constrnction
of peace syStem in the Korean Peninsula, how the efforts of
the ROK to secure peace in £he Korean Peninsula snd the dis-
gnised peaoe.offonsive of_the‘Nofth~Korea nave.ohanged‘their
detaileduaspects{and mutually interscted in the~broader_contextxv
of respective unificationnpolioy,,and while doing do, I also
ﬁade”an interim examinationnoffthe problems involﬁed and’ the
‘ futurexbnospects.

Ourvconntry's policy of peaceful unification as integrated -
~in total in the "Three Main Principle of Peaceful Unification’ -
deciared in August 15, 1974, is based'onrpacificism, principle
of national self-determination, principle of interhational. |
cooperation and~functionalism.' Because this-policy bears
soberness .and: con81stency and. is reasonable, logical and real-
1stlc, it has won 1nternatlonal sympathy and support. Upon

the lOglC of "peace first. and unlflcatlon later," 1t presents
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as coucrete measures to secure peace iurthe Korean Peninsula
the conclusion of;South-Nortt-Korea_Non-aggreesionAgreement,
the simultaneous entry of poth South and North.Korea into.the '
- UN and improvement of relations between South and North Korea
_and:the eurroupding four‘big powers{ | 4
Cn tue.other haud, North Korea, who had alternately adopted
violent method and peace offensive.method acpording.to whether‘
‘the relative natlonal strength is superlor, equal or 1nfer10r
to the ROK and whether the surroundlng 1nternatlonal SLtuatlon
vls.favorable, uon—traueparent or unfavorable, assumed-a strategy
of abeorptlon coexrstence in the early 19705 but later retreated
to the strategy of preservang’thelr own system. The various
proposals and-platforme-whicp North Koreahas%put,forth‘in the
meantiﬁe; intend in oommou.to prepare ground for communized
unaflcataon through southward re~1nva51on or revolutlon 1n
South Korea whlle obstruotlng the formatlon of a new balance
of power system 1n Northeast A31a by casting away any intern-
:atlonal factors and thus 51mp11fy1ng the problem of Korean
unlfloatlon‘as‘a pure 1nternal problem as well as expediting
the w1thdrawal of the US troops from South Korea.
Since -the North Korea unilaterally.suspended the South
North dialogue,'unification policy and peace.strategy of
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South and North Korea‘Came:té confront;wiih each other,in the 
international diplometic scenes. ‘North Kofea, on March 25,
1974, ﬁfoposed to the USA thelconclusion of bilateralipeace
agreement, while on the other hand inténsifying its'disguised
| péace\offensive within and without_thé Uﬁ. In the 30th UN
General Assembly’in 1975, the two resolutions on Korean probiem'r
containing essentlally dlfferent contents were both passed
and this fact backed up the logic that UN reached its llmlt of :
capablllty as far as Korean problem was concerned and conse—
quentiy there were no other bhoice’but to bring it to the
direct talk between South and North Korea. and to the conference
of céncerﬁed partiés, ‘In fact, quean qﬁestionlhasnot>been \
discussed in the UN General Assembly in the last three years,
1976-78 . |
Earlier; Us Secrétary of Staté.Henry Kissinger, in his
policy spééch atvthe UN General Assembly on September 30,91975,
proposed,to hold a conference of ali parties concerned with
the Korean truce,‘e.g;grsouth and North Korea, USA and”PRQ,
and then an enlarged international COhferénée on Korean problem -
among six powers adding USSR and Japan. Upon consultation with

the ROK governﬁent, he later made amended proposal that this
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schéme of conférenpes bouid be preceded by é South-North Korea
| prélimi_nafy talk. These proposals reflect the idea that the
-peace_in the Korean Peninsuld should be doﬁbly guaranteed by
both South—_Nbrth Korea agreement and international égreémeﬁt
among surrounding four big‘pbwers, . However, North Korea as
well as USSR and PRC ghowed negative response to this proposal.
Sy this stagé, a variety of schemes and measures'Haﬁé‘been;
proposed in our country. As their frames ofrefefence, the
method of,Locarno System,  the method of coexistence betﬁeén
East and West Gefmapy, method of Northeast ASiaﬁkéompouhd
sgcurityAéommunity'under the époﬁsorship‘of thé Un Securityiw
‘Cﬁunéii, ete., had been suggested; and beside théée, a common-
wealth system, neuﬁralizqtion of Korean‘Peninsula (or ;ﬁrning
Koféaﬁ Péninsﬁla into a buffer‘zone), diéposition of a Un Peace
Observation‘Commissidn or Forces, establishment of the USA:ROK
joint comﬁaqd,‘a political approach to disarmament between
7 South and North Korea, conclusién of general rélation\agreéﬁéﬂt
bétweeh Sbuﬁh‘and North Korea, etc., had been proppSed.
| As the power holderslofv§ower system changed and accord-
ingly their respective policy toward the Korean Peninsula has

been reorientediin the surrounding four big powers over the
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'perlod 1976=77, South and North Korea have been Obllged to
readgust their relatlons with- surroundlng four big powers.
| Hereupon, our country further strengthened the ROK-USA posture
ofvstrateglc cooperation by arranging military and diplomatic
compensatory measures in oonnoction with,the plan for US troop
withdfawél_from Korea as being carried on by Carter Administra-
.tion. Recently, the emergehce of USA-Jépan—PRCrentente follow~
ing the conclusion of Sino—Japanese Peace and Friendship Treaty
on‘August 12, 1978 has made the powerrrelations around the
Korean ?eninsula fluid ond perplexed.‘

In the mcrantimc,‘particu‘larly after the Indochinese debacle,
’both the HOK énd the USA could not hélp putting emphasis on.
secorit; strategy which placed priority-on deterring-war.
lt;appoars that becruse of the unmaturedness of international
conditions and North Korea'o persistent pursuit of afmed re— |
volutionafy st}ategy, the‘peéce strategy over the Korean
Peninsulé, that is, the idea of institutionallj guaranteeing
peace in the Korean Peninsula, is lingefing at its starting
point wiﬁhout making an& substénﬁial progress. However, as far
as we wént to institutionalize the peace in the Korean Peniﬁsula,

we have to create an international environment favorable for it



‘by more positively deploying a balahced‘péace diplomacy toward

the éurrounding fourvbig powers and thus lead North Korea to
the table of South-North dialogue or'cénference of concerned
parties.

Finally, my>personai idea on the strntegic-goals to be set

forth and concrete measures to be taken in the four stages --

‘the first stage of confrontational coexistence, the second .

stage of balanced coexistence, the third stage of cooperative
coexistence and the fourth stage of political unification and

after —- is expounded.

~Q 7.;
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