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L Abstract

School Life in North Korea:
Reproduction of the ‘People’ and the Performativity

of School Routines

Cho, Jeong-ah et al.

This study examines the patterns and characteristics of
changes in the daily life of North Korean secondary schools
after Kim, Jong—un came to power, The focus was on three
aspects: the spatiotemporal aspects of education, the curriculum,
and discipline and student culture, In the daily life at North
Korean schools, both the characteristics of modern schools
and those of North Korean socialism were evident, While the
basic spatial organization and curriculum were generally applied
uniformly across most schools, variations occurred regarding
the geographical, political, and educational positioning of schools
in terms of the school's educational environment and the
operation of the curriculum, Particularly, significant disparities
were observed in educational environments and facilities, such
as information technology facilities, indicating notable gaps

. ’ . . .
between urban and rural areas, The nation s education policies,

11



School Life in North Korea. Reproduction of the People’ and the Performativity of School Routines

official curriculum, and school discipline undergo transformation
and reconstruction through the interactions and performances
of various actors including students, teachers, and parents in
the daily life at school,

Based on the study results, the following can be diagnosed
regarding the state of education in North Korea during Kim,
Jong—un’s leadership: First, North Korean school education
still performs the function of instilling governance ideology
and belief systems in students, reproducing them as faithful
members of the party and the leader, but its effect is waning,
Second, as the authorities in North Korea are concerned
about, significant educational disparities are evident between
Pyongyang and the provinces, major cities and rural areas,
and between schools in urban city centers and those on the
outskirts, The North Korean government appears to be facing
challenges in achieving policy success in managing the quality
of universal education in rural schools to a certain level,
Third, while the 1st middle school, general middle schools,
schools in urban city centers and on the outskirts are being
ranked, the function of secondary education is being stregnthened
as a social selection mechanism, Fourth, the influence of the
market economy is penetrating public education in various
aspects such as school spaces and facilities, the operation of
the curriculum, educational administration, and student culture,
This trend has been further reinforced since Kim, Jong—un

came to power, and it is anticipated to persist in the future,

12



Abstract

In conclusion, the current direction of secondary education
in North Korea is moving towards strengthening the excellence
and selection functions of education rather than reinforcing
socialist equality, The driving force behind this movement is
the performativity of educational daily life, shaped by individual
pursuits of self—interest under the constraints of societal
structures and institutions, amid the expansion of the market

economy,

Keywords: North Korean education, School routines, Educational space,
Curriculum, School discipline, Student culture, Performativity,
Mental map
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— Central Bureau of Statistics of the DPR Korea and UNICEF

2018, DPR Korea Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2017,

Survey Finding Report, Pyongyang, DPR Korea

)

— Government of the Democratic People s Republic of Korea,

B

Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea Voluntary

2021,

National Review on the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda

for the Sustainable Development,

— UNICEF Data(https://data, unicef, org/country/prk/#education)

— UNESCO Institute for Statistics(UIS)(http://data, uis, unesco,org)
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