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L Abstract

North Korean Youth in the Kim, Jong-un Era:

Navigating Between Compliance and Independence,
Traversing the State and Market Boundaries

Cho, Jeong-ah et al.

This study aims to examine the life experiences of North
Korean youth during the Kim, Jong—un era, focusing particularly
on their experiences and behavioral orientations during their
youth, as well as the meanings they attribute to these experiences
from their perspectives, The goal is to analyze the characteristics
of North Korean youth that distinguish them from previous
generations, The study analyzes the features of North Korean
youth policies and the ideal image of youth pursued by the
North Korean authorities since Kim, Jong—un came to power,
by analyzing Kim, Jong—un's statements to the youth league,
Rodong Sinmun, and North Korean literary works, Additionally,
the study analyzes the life stories of youth defectors in their
20’s and 30’s, examines the life experiences of North Korean
youth in four major areas and themes and based on the analysis:

parental expectations and child education, gender relations and



North Korean Youth in the Kim, Jong—un Era. Navigating Between Compliance and Independence,
Traversing the State and Market Boundaries

sexuality, school experiences and career paths, and workplace
and labor, This analysis is conducted to gain insights into the
distinctive characteristics of the experiences of North Korean
youth in these important aspects of life,

Based on the analysis, North Korean youth exhibit distinctive
features compared to the older generations in four aspects,
Firstly, unlike the previous generations that relied on the state
for their survival and life path, North Korean youth now see
personal life planning as the responsibility of independent
individuals and families rather than the state, Secondly, the
youth hold dual thoughts and attitudes towards the country
and the ruling party., In the minds of the youth, there is a
contradictory coexistence of internalizing state ideology and
placing oneself at the center, leading to occasional alignment
and conflict between them, They, unlike the older generations,
do not blindly dedicate themselves and show allegiance to the
party and the state, Instead, they tend to conform for personal
gains or occasionally pretend to be obeying as a mere formality,
thereby constantly keeping the state tense., Thirdly, the
‘Mobility Turn’ due to economic hardships and marketization
significantly affects North Korean youth's possibility of
geographical mobility and social class mobility, The impact is
unevenly manifested based on residence, gender, and social
stratum, Fourthly, North Korean youth actively explore their
career paths in the grey areas between legality and illegality
through various practices, while at the same time, creating

new life trajectories within the North Korean society, While
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Abstract

the older generation initiated a North Korean—style market
economy as a survival strategy, the current generation of
North Korean youth is exploring new domains of marketization,
it has developed a set of information skills obtained through
the progress in education which pursues the nurturing of
information and technology talents’ and information technology
infrastructure under the institutional foundation of economic
reforms of the Kim, Jong—un regime; and has cultivated cultural
sensibility through the consumption of illegal foreign media,

Regarding the prospects of social change in the North Korean
society, one can anticipate the potential for social reforms as
the characteristics of the youth serve as the driver of the
expansion of individual choices, reduction of inequality, and
promotion of human rights, These measures could lead to social
reforms, However, even if such social reforms take place, it
remains uncertain whether they will translate into political
system changes, Various practices by the youth are being made
on multiple fronts, but due to the control exerted by state
power, these actions are more likely to contribute to
regime reproduction rather than triggering systemic changes,
Nevertheless, it is crucial not to overlook the possibility that
the characteristics of the younger generation could serve as a
catalyst for regime change in unforeseen external circumstances

or during periods of societal upheaval,

Keywords: North Korean youth, North Korean youth policies, Life
experience, Oral life history
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