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Abstract

International Cooperation to Build a Peace

Regime on the Korean Peninsula

Lee, Jae Young and Kim, Juri

It is not at all an easy task to change the armistice
agreement to a peace agreement and build a peace regime on
the Korean Peninsula, This is not only because the definition
and interpretation of the concept of “peace on the Korean
Peninsula” vary, but also because the political stance and
interests of the nations relevant to the peace regime are not
alike, What is particularly essential is cooperation of the U, S,
and China, With this in mind, this study reviews the positions
of the U.S, and China about a peace regime on the Korean
Peninsula, issue by issue, with the aim of identifying
measures to draw international cooperation for peace on the
peninsula, based on which the study proposes future policy

tasks and directions.

As a preliminary work for heightening domestic and
international interests in a peace regime on the Korean
Peninsula and facilitating international cooperation, a joint

international study has been performed, Specifically, a request
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was made to the U, S, and Chinese experts to create a draft
of the peace agreement, and those drafts were compared and
analyzed with the “draft peace agreement for the Korean
Peninsula” presented in the 2018 Korea Institute for National
Unification Forum, “Three Questions on Peace.” This allowed
to discuss possible compromises that can be made on main
issues and suggest the ways to cooperate with the U.,S, and
China to conclude and implement the peace agreement, The
U.S. and Chinese draft versions were each developed by
38North in the Stimson Center and the Center for Korean

Studies at Fudan University,

Regarding the matter of parties to the peace agreement, the
main issues are:. clear expression of opinion by China about
the status of the party to the peace agreement; whether to
include Russia and Japan, the two nations involved in the
six—party talks, in the peace agreement; and the legal status
of South and North Koreas, In the theme of conversion from
bilateral Korea—U.S, and North Korea—China alliances into a
multilateral security regime, the main issue is changes to be
made to the Korea—U_ S, alliance and United States Forces
Korea (USFK). Washington views an adjustment and future
move of the Korea—U. S, alliance and USFK as part of its East
Asia strategy and as a matter of commitment made by the
U.S. and South Korea, while China expects Korea—U, S,
military drills to be adjusted corresponding to reconciliation

and advancement of inter—Korean relations,

St HoldH| F=S Pl I



The U.S, and China both recognize the necessity of creating
a multilateral Northeast Asian security organization but show
differences in terms of its objective and intention, The U, S,
wants the multilateral security organization not to conflict
with the expansion of its missile defense system and military
capabilities meanwhile China desires to build it in a way to
expand its own sway and check the U S, and Japan as well
as to prevent the U S, —led formation of order on the Korean

Peninsula,

Regarding the establishment of relations in denuclearization
and peace agreement, the relevant issue is whether the U S,
would accept the Chinese solution of simultaneous pursuit of
denuclearization and negotiations for a peace regime, which
has achieved a certain level of persuasion from North Korea,
or a new, similar calculus, Concerning the implementation
guarantee of the peace agreement, the U,S, emphasizes the
need to maintain the United Nations Command, but China
argues for the abolition of the UN Command and establishment
of a new supervisory organization on the execution of the

peace agreement,

Lastly, as the gaps in the positions taken by the U,S, and
China are confirmed, with the U, S, specific cooperation
measures are necessary on how to link the Korea—U.S, alliance
and UN Command with the peace regime on the Korean
Peninsula, With China, the party to the peace agreement and

a facilitator for denuclearization, joint studies need to be

Abstract
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carried out to formulate more specific and advanced ways to
implement the peace agreement and denuclearization, beyond
the two Chinese solutions—halting U, S,—South Korea joint
military exercises in return for Pyongyang stopping its
nuclear and missile tests and a simultaneous pursuit of
denuclearization and negotiations for a peace regime, The
heads of the Republic of Korea and China and their high—level
officials should have more effective strategic communications
to assess the effectiveness and feasibility of those measures,
In conclusion, in order to enlist cooperation from the U, S,
and China, a Korea—U, S,—China consultative body should be
established to hold regular meetings about, and institutionalize,

international cooperation on the peace regime,

Keywords: peace regime on the Korean Peninsula, denuclearization,
ROK—-U.S, alliance, UNC, ROK-U.S, relations, ROK—China

relations
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