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GORBACHYOV - SPEECH
VIADIVOSTOK, JULY 28

I have long wanted to visit the far east. The Reason has
been not only that one is drawn to places he has not yet been to
and is prompted by a desire to see what one has not yet seen.

It is also that one cannot have a complete idea of our homeland,
Its history, its present day and its future Without acquain-

ting oneself with your vast, stern and yet beautiful country.

The far east always prompts one to think of the sublime
immensity of the land of soviets, stretching from the Baltic and
the Black Sea to the pacific, as well as of the courage, industry
and fortitude of the people who have settled and defended this
country, and of the novelty and imposing scope of today's work.

It is with special warmth that Valdimirri lyich Lenin spoke of the

city of Vladivostok, calling it one of ours.

The feat of valor accomplished by our compartriots, the
pioneers who have blazed the trail to the pacific, will forever
remain in the people's memory. The storming of Spassk and
Volochayevka, the energetic development of the territory during
the first five-year plans, and the soldierly exploits of the
border-guards on these sacred frontiers will never be forgotten.
The gallantry of the far eastern divisions and pacific seamen who
fought at Moscow and Stalingrad and in the closing battles of the
second world war in the east is' imprinted forever on the nation's

memory.
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History is made by people. The history of the far east
brings to mind the names of the intrepid pioneers Dezhnev,
Khabarov and Nevelskoy. It is also associated with the glori-
ous name of Lazo, Postyshev, Sukhanov, the Sibirtsev brothers,
Bonivur, Chasovitin, Blyukher and Uborevich., I would like to
mention among those leading the others by example today party
member and civil war veteran Ivan Andreyevich Chuprynin, hero
of Socialist labour Yuri Petrovieh Yolkoy, captain of a pianno
ship, hero of socialist labour Anatoly Andreyevich Belov who
leads a hull-building team, Galina Vladimirovna Merkulova, a
finishing team leader who is an alternate member of the CPSU
central committee, and Nikolai Nikolayevich Dubinin, a man

holding the honourary title:of people's teacher of the USSR

The far eastern country, celebrated by Arsenyev and Fadeyev,
has always been and will dlways remain dear to every soviet
person. I am glad of this opportunity to visit the maritime
territory, see how you live and work, and know what is being
done here today and what will be done here tomorrow, the more so
as the far east, as well as siberia, have been assigned a
special place in the plans set by the 27th Party Congress.

I have had quite a few businesslike and interesting meetings
both planned and impromptu, at factories, on ships, in institutes
and, finally, simply in streets and squares these days. I
should say these have been useful, frank and friendly meetings.
The talking there has been blunt, as it should always be when
discussing the business at hand, especially the current job of
rebuilding.

This meeting of ours today is on a very special occasion;
Vladivostok is being presented the order of Lenin. The city

has been awarded this top distinction for the achievements of
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its working people in economic and cultural advancement and fo#

its big contribution to far eastern economic development,

Let me congratulate from the bottom of my heart you and
all people of Vladivostok on the second order conferred on your
city. The order of Lenin on its banner is a well-deserved
award, farner for this beautiful city by its remarkable people
sailors, ship-builders, fishermen, workers in mechanical
engineering and the power industry, construction and transport
personnel, scientists, physicians and teachers, veterans and
the young alike -- through their dedicated and strenuous work.
This honour is shared by right by the border-guards, the troops
of the far eastern military district and the seamen of the red-
banner pacific fleet. It crowns the fine accomplishments of
the many generations who have done much to settle, protect and

develop the country's pacific coast.

Vladivostok today is a modern industrial, cultural and
scientific centre, a major port, the heart and soul of the
soviet maritime territory and one of the finest cities in the
country as a whole. Let the homeland's award give you fresh
inspiration.

Please accept congratulations from the party's central
committee, the presidium of the supreme soviet of the USSR and
the soviet government and the wishes of success in your work
and of further notable accomplishments in the life of the city,
its worker collectives and every family.

Comrades,

It is now a little over a year since the April plenum of
the central committee and close on five months since the 27th
Party Congress. This time has been marked by a vigorous search

for new approaches to solving the problems that have arisen in
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soviet society and by principled assessments of both our
achievements and our failures.

We now have a wide-ranging long-term program of action to
expedite the country's soclal and economic progress, which
takes into account both our own aspirations and the more import-
ant trends in world development. We also have more detailed
guidelines for a shorter term -- the state plan for the 12th
five-year planning period, which has been drawn up after an
indepth analysis of the state of affairs and a review of re-.
serves, ways and methods for ensuring dynamic development of
soviet society.

/More/

Time has come to ask ourselves to account for how the plans
are being fulfilled -- and do that strictly, without making any
allowances for anybody. The results of national economic per-
formance in the first half of the year have already been summed
up. They show that the started positive change in the economy
is gaining momentum, even if it isn't equally strong everywhere.
We have been able to lend greater dynamism to.economicC processes
and to raise production growth rates and labour productivity,
Measures to improve the situation in mechnaical engineering,
the fuel and power sector, agriculture and allied industries.
Ferrous metallurgy, the chemical and petrochemical industries,
and some other sectors have begun to tell.

Social tasks have also been tackled better, more housing
has been built, along with more community facilities and
amenities. Where the local authorities work resourcefully and
energetically, the provision of the population with foodstuffs,
manufactured goods and consumer services has improved. This

kind of change can only be welcomed.
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But let us be frank, Comrades: The gladdening and encourag
ing change has been mostly achieved as a result of measures to
tighten labour, state and plan discipline. We have imposed
higher standards on how the plans are made up and met, demanded
better order in production, begun to work better and driven
drunkenness back -- and positive results have been quick to
show.

Though the results of the six-month period are generally
good, growth rates in some sectors dropped last may and june and
a number of ministries failed to cope with their plans. An
irregular pace of production is still much of a problem, as is
the not very efficient use or what we have. There has secures
no visible change for the better in product quality, which is,

and you know this, a common problem,

All this prompts this definite conclusion: A qualitative
change which would really consolidate the trend for accelerated
growth has not yet taken place. I think you understand and
will agree that it could not have taken place either, consider-
ing the fact that the highly important economic, social,
organisational, ideological and other measures are only just
beginning to be put into practice and are, of course, unable to
have an immediate effect. Consequently, the higher rates of
national economic growth are not yet stable and, perhaps, they
cannot yet, as I have already said, be stable,.

This means that it is inadmissible now to run to any of the
two extremes. It is naive, and harmful, to assume that, since
economic indicators have improved, the effort to restyle our
work has already been started in real earnest and is processing
at full tilt everywhere. This is far from true yet. In a

number of regions and economic sectors, they are only talking

-87-



about the work of rebuilding but not buckling down to it.

It is equally inadmissible, however, to give in to the
difficulties and to the resistance or indifference of those
accustomed to drifting by their own momentum and working in the
old manner. It has been stressed rightly at the 27th Party
Congress: We are Embarking on a difficult job and betting our-
selves realistic but challenging goals which can only be attain-
ed if we learn from life constantly and ponder its experience,
lessons and new developments all the time.

We are in effect only beginning this work, successfully in
some areas and not so.successfully in others. The further we
go, the clearer it becomes how complex our task is and how
great the workload to be handled, but we may not, and shall not,
back out as we simply have no alternative to the speeded
strategy. I already have said this on many occasions and I want

to reiterate these words here in vladivostok again.

This does not, of course, mean that we should, by either
prodding or persuading people, impel them to act against the
laws of social development or to try somehow in bypass and 'out-
wit' these laws and objective conditions. By pursuing a policy
of rebuilding, the party and its central committee proceed from
a different premiée -- the necessity of getting to know these
laws more quickly and thoroughly and taking them fully into
account in our activities, and the pressing need to remove all
impediments and obstructions artificially created on this road.

The palpable, objective results of the first six months of
the five-year period testify to the soviet people's support of
the speedup policy, and the most valuable kind of support --
that by practical action -- At that. Here in Vladivostok, just

like elsewhere, I have been doing also what may be called my new
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duties and asking people the same question: Is everything clear
to them about the policy worked out by the party and offered to
the nation or are there any doubts about it? It has been grati-
fying to hear folk also here, on far eastern soil, speak out
emphatically in support of the party's people-oriented policy,

a policy followed in the interests of every soviet family and
every soviet person, in the interests of the country's future.
It is importaﬁt to use this backing, this popular mood to
grapple with the difficulties and eliminate them, to full effect
and with the maximum return in order to fulfil the tasks set by
the 27th Congress of the CPSU. It is in the issues of far
eastern development and consult you, in continuation of the
discussions I have been holding for the third day with you far
eastern people, on how we can transform this region faster, put
its riches at the service of the soviet people and supply the
needs of those living here more fully.

The far east is by tradition called the country's outpost
in the pacific. This is certainly so. But this view of the
region is no longer broad enough. The maritime territory and
the far east should be made into a highly-developed economic
complex,

Real prerequisite conditions for this have been furnished
by all that has been done in previous years. There have gone
on stream modern factories representing all industries, and
there have been built mines, electric power stations, new rail-
roads, ferry crossings and ports. Thousands of hectares of land
have been ameliorated. There has been set up a far eastern
scientific centre of the academy of sciences of the USSR, with |
its network of institutes. There has also been trained a pool

of modern qualified factory workers and specialists.
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As a result, gross industrial output here has nearly trebl-
ed over the past two decades, with agricultural production going
up more than 50 per cent. The far east today accounts for 40
per cent of the country's fish catches. Over the past four
five-year plan periods, 62 million square metres of housing
have been built, which has been tantamount to putting up about
seven such cities as Vladivostok.

Although the accretion of manpower resources is still
insufficient, the population has nevertheless grown 40 per cent
over the past 20 years. In short, the country's economy now
has an extensive base on the pacific coast.

Guided by the positions of the 27th Congress aﬁd the speed-
up policy, we should, however, ask ourselves squarely: Do the
pace of economic and social development, the standard of work by
scientific institutions and the scope of research work in the far
east today really correspond to its growing role and the new
tasks put forward by the party? Is the potential amassed here
really being used efficiently enough?

The startegy of accelerating social and economic advance-
ment also demands a new regional policy. The party has assigned
a prominent place in it to the priority development of eastern
regions. This is why we should take a careful look also at
economic prospects for the far east. This should be done
promptly, considering. the region's special significance.

This should be done without delay also because the far
eastern economy has begun to show a slower growth than the na-
tional economy as a whole, though it would seem that this should
be the other way round. As a result, the region's share in
countrywide production, far from increasing, is, on the contrary

diminishing., The lag in solving social problems, especially in
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Housing construction, has become more pronounced. In the streets
I have heard quite a few remarks and suggestions on this score
to the party's central committee and the soviet government, and

the remarks have been justified.

It cannot be said that no attention has been paid to far
eastern development. Over the past
several years the central committee and the council of ministers
of the USSR have adopted decisions specifying measures to be
taken to advance the power industry, ferrous and non-ferrous
metallurgy and coal mining, further develop fisheries, forestry
the wood-working industry, transport and other economic sectors.
Increase the production of rice and soya, update the way the
things are in the countryside, and improve the state of affairs
in the cultural field. Much of what has been planned has so
far, alas, been executed badly.

This has reflected a failure to understand the role and
significance of the far eastern economy and, in the final
analysis, political short-sightedness on the part of some highly-
placed officials at the state planning committee and the state
committee for the supply of materials and equipment of the USSR,
the ministries of non-ferrous metallurgy, coal mining, power
development and electrification, and a number of other depart-
ments, Russian-federation and local-government agencies also
bear a large part of the blame.

It is needed to mend the situation in a fundamental way,
make certain that growth quickens rather than slows down, and
change over from extensive development factors to all-out
intensification through scientific and technological progress.
It is essential to slash the time it takes to solve problems

and sharply increase the far eastern contribution to the
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country's economic potential. This will require above all a
priority growth of the far eastern people's living standards.
Substantial improvements in their working conditions and provi-
sion with housing, foodstuffs and manufactured goods, as well
as the advancement of the entire social sphere. The latter is
clearly lagging, though it is of key importance to having
people settlevdown in the far east and has, in the final analy-
sis, a bearing also on the pace of its development.

The task now is to work out a concert for long-term far
eastern development under a uniform state regional policy.
This concept should apparently be embodied in a comprehensive
program. Its aim will be to create a high-efficiency economic
complex in the far east, which will have a solid resource.
Science and production base of its own, optimum economic makeup
and well-developed social infrastructure and become and. organic
part of the system of countrywide and international division of
labour. Much has been done in this respect in the process of
drafting the five-year plan. It is strenuous and will require

quite an effort to fulfil.

This, however, is just the beginning of the work to speed
up the development of the entire region. Without telling in
advance what should be analysed in detail by specialists with
the participation of broad public, I shall dwell only on some

of the most important trends of this work.

First, the very geographic position of the far east
determines the course at setting up in the area a highly devel-
oped complex of the branches connected with the use of resources
of the ocean. For many reasons the country's fisheries will be
shifting increasingly to the far east. Large funds have been

invested into the creation of a large capacity fishing fleet in’
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the area. Meanwhile, the equipment of on-shore services consi-
derably lags behind. Mechanization of strenuous work is at a
low level. As a result, a considerable part of expensive vessels
is idle, is not used effectively. The capacities of the repair
base, storages, fishing ports, processing enterprises are
chronically lacking, in a word, serious comprehensive measures
are needed for the development of the far eastern fishing indu-
stry. Special attention must be paid to the‘production of bio-
logically active substances from sea products. This trend is

developing in other countries and proved its high effectiveness.

Second, this is the question of a comprehensive use of the
richest natural resources of the region. The attention of the
ministry of non-ferrous metallurgy must be called to the poten-
tialities of the far east. Geologists established that the
region abounds in numerous large deposits of non-ferrous metals
gold and silver, many other valuable elements and minerals,
Their mining and processing can be widened substantially, if‘a
matter is approached in 'a thrift hecter's way. We must set
down in earnest to the development of large non-ferrous metal-
lurgy in the far east. Complete production cycles for manufac:z
turing various finished products must be created here. The far
east should no longer be regarded only as a raw materials base.
I think that you should not put up with this. This should be
well realized in the centre: I mean all-union and republican
bodies, It is necessary to use the territory's huge raw material
reserves for building here complete-cycle enterprises and pro-
duce at least semi-finished products, or better, finished
products. What I said about non-ferrous metallurgy is applied
in an even greater measure to the ministry of the timber, pulp-

and-paper industry, which must decisively embark on intensive
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processing of timber, tasks of large-scale economic development
of the zone of the baikal-amur mainline are posed in this con-
nection. A special decision of the central committee and the
government on this matter is being drafted now. You face major

undertakings in this area, too.

Third. A chronic lagging behind of the fuel and energy
complex of the far east which restrains the development of other
branches must be overcome within a short period of time. There
is no way of living without looking to future. And expecting
that assistance with fuel and energy will come from the centre
anyway. Your have huge resources.of fuel and hydrocarbon raw
material. However, there is talk for more than one decade, for
instance, about the use of north-sakhalin gas, while practical
work just started. The solution of the problems of the devel-
opment of the oil and gas deposits of the sakhalin shelf has
been delayed, too. Meanwhile, hundreds of trainloads of oillgo
to the far east from west siberia. We have to bring in to the
far east millions of tons of oil from other parts of the country.

Measures for the development of the fuel and energy base in
transbaikal and far eastern areas, set out in the past, are
implemented much behind the schedules.

The far east can and must meet fully its energy needs
through its own resources. People in the far east have the task
of exerting effort to create a reliable base of energy construc-
tion, to speed up the construction of a complex of thermal and
hydropower stations, form a large single power grid. It is
necessary to proceed from the view that the far east, in perspec-
tive, must not only supply nearsy areas with fuel and energy but
must also become their large exporter.

Fourth, the line at the development of the preduction
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infrastructure at a higher pace. This is, certainly, the problem
not only for the far east. But it is, perhaps, particularly
acute here. It is necessary to speed up the development of the
modern building industry in your region. I would say that this
is the basis of the plans which we are planning here. In the
far east, large teams of railway builders, who laid out the
Baikal-Amur mainline within a short period of time, now arrived
in the far east. They can and must be employed, for instance,
in the reconstruction of old railway lines that have a low
carrying capacity now, or in the construction of highways and
ports, or other necessary facilities.

The sea transport must also be used more effectively. Its
infrastructure must be strengthened. The progressive forms of
carriages should be developed. You have experience in this
respect, only today I familiarized myself with the operation of
Nakaodka's Vostochny-port. This is an excellent modern port.
It can serve as an example for many. The ferry to sakahalin,
for instance, is operating well. Quicker measures should be
taken also for enhancing the economic effect of the through

navigation along the arctic route.

Fifth., The solution of questions of the regional scientific
and technological policy, those of installing the latest equip-
ment at enterprise with taking into account the conditions of
their maintenance in the area, has specific character. It was
seem theie are many machine-building enterprises here, and

many of them have highly-skilled personnel and a good fame.

But because of disconnection between departments a consi-
derable part of the machinery manufactured in the far east goes

to european part of the country, whence comes a stream of
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equipment for the needs of the far east. These questions should
be analysed promptly. Specialisation of machine-building plants
should be decided with the emphasis being made on the creation
here of large capacity, well-equipped facilities to turn out

machinery for the needs of the region and for export.

Sixth. Possibilities for the export trend or the develop-
ment of the far eastern economy should be utilised in full mea-
sure. The region's share in the country's export is now very
low, far below its potentialities. Cardinal changes are needed
in this sphere, new approaches, so as to invigorate both coastal
and border trade, to use progressive forms of economic ties with
foreign countries, including cooperation in production, and
joint enterprises. It is necessary to create a specialised ex-

port base.

Seventh. The principle of allocating for the development
of the social sphere whatever funds are left came under sharp
criticism at the Party Congress, This'is an old ailment. This
practice has also become widespread in a number of eastern areas
of the country, including the maritime terfitory. Some 7.7
million people inhabit the vast territory of the region. Nearly
half of all food products is brought here. The per capita out-
put of milk, potatoes and vegetables dropped in the far east in
the past 25 years. Many leaders or territories, regions,
districts and economies resigned themselves to low harvests,
small yields of milk and slow weight gain of cattle and the
supply of food from other areas. Even the proposals for the
plans for 15-20 yeérs ahead envisage the widening of the food
supply of the far east through deliveries from other regions of

the country.
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I think this is a shortsighted line. There is one way out:
to create a highly developed agricultural base and food industry
in the area. For these purposes it is necessary to develop
vigorously on the basis of intensive technédlogies all the
branches of the agroindustrial complex, specifically, fertilizer
industry, to cooperate in the solution of agricultural tasks
with neighbour countries.

A tense situation shaped in the region with housing con-
struction and the construction of social and cultural amenities,
which is a hindrance to bettlement of these who arrive here for
permanent residence. I think that the responsibility for such
a state of affairs must be shared with the local bodies by
appropriate ministries and departments, both all-union and re-
publican.

I reproved the authorities of the territory mainly for the
fact that what they are doing today for the development of the
social sphere is insufficient. At any rate it falls short of
the really existing necessity. But I think that a substantial
part of this reproof should be addressed to moscow-based depart-
ments. Many of them are very lavish when it comes to the devel-
opment of production facilities in very different spheres, but
allocate funds for the development of the social sphere very
sparingly. As a result the manufacturing capacities are set up,
but there is no one to use the production potential in a really
efficient way. This is one of those tricks that cost the state
dearly. Such is the political appraisal of that phenomenon.

You have a wonderful land, beautiful sea, unique nature,
rich mineral springs. As I was flying to Nakhodka today the
fog faded, the clouds vanished and the sun appeared and I saw

the picturesque country from midair. The hills, the golden

_97_



valley, and the ocean -- close by. This produces a great
impression. It is really a wonderful land.

The far east must become one of the leading health resofts
of the USSR. A major centre of domestic and international
tourism, including oceanic and high latitude tourism. By the
way, this would also replenish resources for speeding up the
construction in cities and villages.

Yesterday on my way to a young pioneer camp I met with a
group of holiday-makers. It turned out that the group included
people from different parts of the country. And what is inter-
esting for many of them it was not the first visit to this
place, They came to love that land and its nature. Their
unanimous advice was to promote the development of holiday

facilities here.

The reason for the present situation is clear. Unsatisfac-
tory construction of housing and social and cultural amenities
is explained by the lack of the necessary basis, a lag in build-
ing equipment. The weakness of collectives of builders. This
cannot be tolerated any longer. If facing social matters is
vitally needed for the whole country. This is twice and trice

so for the far east.

What should be done to overcome the difficulties which
accumulated over years? 30th central and local bodies are to
blame for this. So, action is to be taken from above and from
below simultaneously in order to remedy the situation. I can
assure you that the CPSU central committee and the government
will be urging the all-union and republican ministries to tackle
the problems of eastern areas of the country, including your
territory.

The soviet far east has the unforgettable past, and I am
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sure, a glorious future. This is a territory of vast natural
wealth, huge social and economic possiblities, great interna-
tional prospects. It depends on you and, of course, on the
attention of the centre, how we will run the affairs of that
very important region of the country and what results we will
achieve.

I understand that the remarks made and the acute way the
problems were formulated, 'did not fit today's occasion too
well, But such is the constructive Leninist tradition: To
look into future while assessing what has been done. The most
important thing now is not to lose the sense of perspective,
to lay down the foundation for scaling new heights. The main
thing now is to concentrate on your future tasks arising from
the decisions of the 27th Congress. And I believe that even
such a festive occasion as the presentation of a high award is

suitable for such an approach, including a critical analysis.

Such are our common plans and concerns, comrades. They
show the soviet union's true intentions better than any verbal
subterfuges. However much the ruling forces of imperialism may
try to present them in a distorted light, we have said openly
and honestly and will continue telling all peoples and govern-
ments: Yes, we need peace, we again and again are issuing the
call for putting an end to the arms race, stopping nuclear
madness and eliminating nuclear weapons, for persistently
searching for a politicallsettlement of the regional conflicts.

We witness a phenomenon of paramount importance. The
realization of the need of peace for all is forcefully grasping
the minds of the peoples even in the countries where the govern-
ments continue believing that weapons and war are tools of

politics. It is precisely for all, since a nuclear war would
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be not a clash of only two blocs, two confronting forces. It
will lead to a global disaster, in which human civilization will
be ,

Qur initiatives on nuclear disarmament, considerable outs
in the conventional weapons and armed forces, control, and crea-
tion of a healthier international atmosphere were met in differ-
ent ways.

The friendly countries have expressed support for them.

The countries of the socialist community view them with good
reason as a component part of the general policy of socialism

in the world arena. And not only because these initiatives have
been coordinated with them, not only for principled internation-
alist considerations, but also because both us and them are
engaged in a purely peaceful effort -- refinement of our socie-
ties. The salutary process of drawing closer is intensified on
that basis, economic integration is filled with new contents,
concrete steps are made to create joint plants and amalgamations

active human contacts are broadened.

‘In a word, a progressive, mutually beneficial process deepen-
ing cooperation and fraternity among the peoples of the community
is under way.

The developing world shows much interest in our plans and
intentions -- both internal and international ones. We note

that many developing countries wish to expand and deepen further

economic, scientific and cultural cooperation with the soviet

union. We are prepared for that.

It would be just to say that public at large and those
representatives of the western business world, who have a realis-
tic view of things, who do not suffer from anti-communist

paranoia and do not associate themselves with profits from the =~

~-100-



arms race, regard our plans seriously, with interest. They also
stand for peace and cooperation, for the development of healthy
economic, scientific and cultural ties with the soviet union.

We welcome such an approach.

Yet in many capitalist countries the fashion is, as before,
set by forces whose past and future are blinded by animosity
towards socialism, by imperial ambitions or are geared fast to
the war business. But the latter is known to be extremely
voracious and ruthless. Yesterday it needed millions. Today
it needs billions, . and tomorrow it will need trillions. It will
never start manufacturing, of its own free will, toys for
children instead of missiles. Since this is in its nature.

The ruling circles of the USA and some countries allied to
it are trying either to picture our peace initiatives as sheer
propaganda or allege that only the soviet union stands to gain
from them., Yes, we stand to gain from disarmament, even if this
term is used, just as all peoples and governments who now spend
billions on the arms race stand to gain from disarmament. Yet

it is only a part of the truth.

I will even say, a smaller part of the truth. The main
truth is that our initiatives stem from profound concern about
mankind's destiny.

It is absurd and criminal to act in face of a nuclear
threat according to an old, already bead scheme., What is good
for the socialist countries, should be rejected. Clearly
visible in that is the class narrow-mindedness, the primitive
ideological mechanical approach, growing political influence of
militarism. Yet I am not inclined to believe that the military-
industrial complex is all-powerful. We see that world public

ever more clearly realizes the danger of militarism. We see
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that despite permanent chauvinistic engrasting, realistic
sentiments are growing in the United States, the realization is
deepening that the source of the military threat to the USA are
not the soviet people, not the socialist countries, not the
peasants of Nicaragua, not, the far away Vietnames or Libyans,
but its own arms manufacturers and irresponsible politicians
serving them, the adventurist militarists.

We, certainly, understand that the arms race, which is
gaining momentum, serves not only the aim of superprofit and
preparations for war, but; not in the least, other immoral aims,
whose essence is to exhaust the soviet union economically, to
frustrate the-party's course for a further rise in the living
standards of the people. Hamper the implementation of the
social program. We also know precisely who continues cherishing
the hope for a planned, methodical destruction of the USSR and
of the socialist countries, using to that end economic.
Moral-psychological, propaganda, political and military methods.

We can say that this task was always doomed to failure.

So it is today. The time has come to reckon with the realities
rather than to make policy on the basis of illusions and

misconceptions.

If there are no treaties, this will not bring relief to
the world, no tranquility will set in. Fear will not disappear
until some rulers in the west give up the dangerous attempts,
which are, perhaps, consoling for them, but fruitless, at
putting the Soviet Union on its knees, splitting the socialist
community, and hampering our forward march,

The time persistently demands a new understanding of the
present stage in the development of civilization, of internation-

al relations, of the world. This is a controversial and complex
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world, but it is objectively united by the bonds of interdepen-
dence. International relations under which, with all the
differences and clashes of interest, one can no longer live
under the millenia-old traditions of first law. A civiliza-
tion demonstrating an unprecedented strength of human mind and
labour and simultaneously -- its fragility, vulnerability on
the part of the forces released by human genius, but placed at
the service of destruction.

All that dictates the need for and makes urgent a radical
breaking of many customary attitudes to foreign policy. A
breaking of the traditions of political thinking, of views on
problems of war and peace, on defence, security of invididual
states and international security. In that connection it is
clear that our radical, global, in the full sense of the word,
proposals such as the program for the elimination already in
this century, of nuclear and other mass destruction weapons,

a total ban on nuclear weapons testing, a ban on thé chemical
weapons, programs for cooperation in peaceful uses of outer
space, and a whole number of others, concern the whole world,
all countries.

The main problem confronting today humankind -- that of
survival -- is equally acute and urgent for Europe, Africa,
America-and.Asia. Yet in each part of the world it looks
different. Therefore, while staying here, in Vlédivostok, it
is natural to lock at international policy issues from the

Asian-Pacific viewpoint.

Such an approach is justified for many reasons. Because,
in the first place, east of the Urals, in Asia -- in Siberia,
in the far East--lies a greater part of our country's territory.

It is here that many national tasks put forward by the party
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congress will be resolved. Hence the situation in the far east
as a whole, in Asia and the ocean expanses washing it, where we
are permanent inhabitants and seaférers of long standing, is to
us' of a national, state interest.

Many major States,of the world, including the USSR the
United States, India, China, Japan, Vietnam, Mexico and Indonesia
are situated on the enormous expanses of this territory spread-
ing over almost half of the earth. Here lie States, which are
considered to be medium ones, but are rather big by European
standards - Canada, the Phillipines, Australia and New Zealand,
and along with them there are tens of comparatively smaller and
tiny countries. Some of them have a history of millenia or many
centuries, others have formed in modern times, and still others
have formed quite recently.

Asia, which woke up to a new life in the 20th century, has
enriched world progress with its diversified and unique experi-
ence of the fight for freedom and independence., This is not only
history. This is a living legacy making one of the important
fundamentals of the current political realities in this part of
the world.

Every country has its own social and political system with
all the thinkable tinges, its traditions, achievements and
difficulties, its mode of life and its beliefs, convictions and
prejudices, its own understanding of spiritual and material
values. Each of them has something to be proud of and something
to uphold in the treasure house of human civilization.

This impressive diversity, this colossal human and socio-
political massif calls for art attention, study and respect.

We know well from our own, Soviet, experience what an immense

Creative force the revived sense of national dignity becomes,
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what a constructive role is played by the national idenity of a
people in its organic interrelationship with other equal and
free peoples. This process is on the rise in Asia and the Paci-
fic now: Everything is in motion here, far from everything has
settled. The new is mixing with the old, the way of life which
seemed unshakeable only yesterday is giving way to the whirlwind
of changes -- social, scientific and technical, and ideological.
This is, I would say, yet another period of renaissance in world
history, the period harbouring a huge potential of progress.

And this is true not only with regard to Asia and Oceania.

Which way will socio-economic and poltical development
take? What processes will prevail in inter-state relations?
These issues will largely determine the destinies of the entire
world,

Socialism is an inalienable factor of the large-scale and
complex changes in this region. It gained firm positions in
Asia as a result of the great October revolution and the victory
over fascism and Japanese militarism, as a result of the great
chinese revolution, after the new social system consolidated in
Mongolia, and on Korean land whose people displayed outstanding
steadfastness in the struggle for the socialist future of their
country, and then in Vietnam and Laos. But it is also in Asia
where it was confronted with the most brutal and cynical coun-
teraction. Vietnam is the most graphic example. Its heroic
experience, the lessons of its victory over imperialism high-
lighted again the irresistible strength of the ideas of freedom

and socialism.

This region, Asia, saw the formation of the concept of non-
alignment, the movement which now includes more than a hundred

nations. It is seeking to come up with its own response to the
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challenge of the time, is actively working for overcoming the
world's division into military blocs and is locking for ways

to diminish the nuclear threat. In rejecting and condemning
exploitation, the policy of aggression, and neocolonialism, the
non-aligned movement is urging mankind for unity, for coopera-
tion in combating hunger and the glaring poverty of hundreds of
millions of people.

The great India, with its moral authority and traditional
wisdom, with its specific political experience and.huge economic
potentialities, is the recognized leader of this movement. We
highly assess its contribution to asserting standards of equita-
ble co-existence and justice in the international community.
Friendly relations between the USSR and Inida became a stabiliz-
ing factor on a world-wide scale.

Japan has turned into a power of front-rank importance.

The country which became the first victim of American nuclear
weapons covered a great path within a brief period, demonstrated
striking accomplishments in industry, trade, education, science
and technology. These successes are due not only to the self-
control, discipline and energy of the Japanese people, but also
due to there non-nuclear principles which officially underie

its international policy, although lately - and this must be
emphasised -- they, as well as the peaceful provisions of

Japan's constitution are being circumvented ever more openly.

But we also see many other things in Asia and Oceania.
The peoples' diginity, insulted by colonialism, the legacy of
poverty, illiteracy and backwardness, along with profound
prejudices preserve conditions for mistrust and hostility bet-
ween peoples, Including those living within one state. Imperi-

alism speculates on the difficulties and prejudices, which
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bring about local conflicts, ethnic and religious strife, and
political instability.

Wherever independence becomes a tangible international
value and there emerges a threat to the exploiter interests of
imperialism, it resorts to its favourite methods. Economic
blackmail, intrigues and plots against. The leadership of the
country in question, interference in internal problems, it
maintains separatists, finances and even directly arms counter-
revolution and terrorists. Punjab, the Tamil problem, with
attempts being made to turn this one against India too, the un-
declared wars on Kampuchea and Afghanistan, the annexation of
Micronesia, interference in the Philippines, and pressure on
New Zealand offer enough examples to see how ‘the contemporary
mechanism of imperialist intervention and diktat operates.

The experience of history, the laws of growing inter-
dependence and the integration requirements of the economy call
one to look for ways of unity, establishment of open ties between
nations within the region and-beyond it. These nations have
tens, hundreds of arduous problems -- inherited from the coloni=
al past and emerging out of contradictions of present-day devel-
opment. And they are being dragged into blocs, the freedom of
handling their own resources is being curtailed. They are be-
ing forced to inflate military budgets, swept into the arms
race and the militarization of the economy and social life.

<-All this deforms the processes of internal development,
generates tension and, naturally, stands in the way of normaliz:

ing relations between nationalities and states.

The soviet union is also an Asian and Pacific country. It

realizes the complex problems of this vast region. It is

directly contiguous to them. This is what determines the
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balanced and overall view of the giant-part of the world with d
mass of diverse nations and peoples. Our approach to it is
based on the recognition and understanding of the existing
realities.,

At the same time our interest is not a claim to privileges
and special position, not egoistic attempts to strengthen our
security at someone else's expense, not a search for benefit to
the detriment of others. Our interest is in the pooling of
efforts and in cooperation, with full respect for each people's
right to live as they choose and resolve their problems on
their own in conditions of peace.

We are in favour of building together new, fair relations

in Asia and the Pacific.

Recently, I had many meetings with leaders of European
nations, with various Political figures of European countries.
involuntarily, I compare the situation in Asia with that in
Europe.

The Pacific region has not as yet been militarized to the
extent this has taken place in Europe. But the potentialities
of its militarization are truly immense. ‘And the come-
equmess are extremely dangerous. A glance at the map will
convince one of that. Major nuclear powers are situated here.
powerful land armies, mighty navies and airforces have been
established. The scientific, technological and industrial
potential of many countries -- from the western to the eastern
fringes of the ocean -- makes it possible to boost any arms
race. The situation is being exacerbated by the preservation
of conflict situations. Let us not'forget. It is in Asia that
American imperialism waged two biggest wares since-1945 -- in
Korea and Indochina. One can hardly count even several years

during the past four decades without flames of war blazing in
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one or -another part of the Asian and Pacific region.

In Europe, there operates -- well, or not well -- the
Helsink; Process of dialogue, talks and‘agreements. This
brings in certain stability and reduces the probability of armed
conflicts. 1In the region in question, this is absent, or nearly
absent. If something has been changing lately, this has not

been for the better. Since the second half of the seventies,

the U.S. has undertaken large-scale measures to build up armed

forces in the Pacific ocean. The militarized Triangle of

Washington, Tokyo and Seoul is being set up under its pressure.

And although two out of three nuclear powers in the region -
the people's republic of China and the USSR -- pledged not to

be the first to use nuclear weapons, the United States and
deployed nuclear weapon-delivery vehicles and nuclear warheads
in of the zones of Crisis -- in the Korean Peninsula, and nuclear
weapon-delivery vehicles on Japanese territory.

One has to state that militarization, the escalation of the
threat of war in this part of the world are picking up dangerous
speed. The Pacific ocean is turning into an arena of military
political confrontation. This is what gives rise to growing
concern among the peoples living here. This is alarming also
for us from all viewpoints. Including for considerations of
security in the Asian part of our country.

The Asian and Pacific direction in the Soviet  Union's
foreign policy is an integral part of the overall platform of
the CPSU's international activity, worked out by the april
plenary meeting and the 27th Party Congress, but a platform is
not a chart that can be applied to any situation. It is, rather,

a set of principles and a method relying on experience.

Proceeding from that, how will it be possible to perceive
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the process of shaping international security and peaceful
cooperation in this vast region?

First of all, in keeping with its principled policy, the
Soviet Union will seek to lend dynamism to its bilateral rela-
tions with all countries situated here without exception. We
shall strengthen in all ways friendship and invigorate multiform
relations with the mongolian people's republic, the democratic
people's republic of Korea, the socialist republic of Vietnam,
the people's democratic republic of Laos and the people's re-
public of Kampuchea. We regard relations with our friends,
built on the principles of equality and solidarity, as an
integral part of overall Asian and pacific secﬁrity:

At present, for instance, a question of withdrawing a
substantial part of soviet troops from Mongolia is being ex-
amined jointly with the mongolian leadership.

We are prepared to expand ties with Indonesia, Australia,
New zealand, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Burma, Sri-lénka,Napal, Brunei, the republic of Maldives, and
the youngest Independent participants in the region's political
life. With some of the Fatter - Papna New Guides, Western Samoa
the Kingdom of Tonga, Fiji, the republic of Kiribati, the re-
public of Nauru, Tuvalu and the republic of Vanuatu --we already
maintain diplomatic relations.

Speaking in the city which is but a step from the people's

republic of China, I would like to dwell on the most important

issues in our relations. The relations are extremely important

for several reasons, starting from the fact that we are neight-

bours. That we chare the world's longest land border and that
we, our children and grandchildren are destined to live near

each other for ever and ever.
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But the question is not, of course, reduced to that.
History entrusted the Soviet and the chinese peoples with an
extremely responsible mission. Much in international develop-
ment depends on these two major socialist nations.

A noticeable improvement occurred in our relations in the

recent years. I would like to reaffirm: The Soviet Union is

prepared -- any time, and at any level -- to discuss with China

questions of additional measures for creating an atmosphere of

good neighbourhood. We hope that the border dividing (I would

prefer to say linking us) will become a line of peace and
friendship in the near future.

The soviet people's attitude to the objective advanced by

the communist party of China -- to modernize the country and

build in the future a socialist society worthy of the great

people -- is that of understanding and respect.

As far as it is possible to judge, we have similar priori-
ties with China -- those of accelerating social and econbmic
development. Why not support each other, why not cooperate in
implementing our plans wherever this will clearly benefit both
sides? The better the relations, the more we shall be able to
exchange our experience.

We note with satisfaction that a positive shift has become
visible in economic ties. We are convinced that the histori-
cally established complementarity bzstween the Soviet and the
Chinese economies gives great opportunities for expanding these
ties, including in the border regions. Some of the major pro-
blems of cooperation are literally knocking at the door. For
instance, we do not want the border river of Amur to be viewed
as a water obstacle. Let the basin of this might river unite
the efforts of the Chinese and the soviet peoples in using for

mutual benefit the rich resources available there and for
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building water-management projects., An inter-governmental agree-
ment on this account is being jointly worked out. And the

official border might pass along the main ship channel.

The soviet government 1s preparing a positive reply in
respect to the issue of assistance in building a railway to
connect the Xinuiang Uygur automonous region with Kazakhstan.

We suggested cooperation with the PRC in space exploration,

which could include training of Chinese cosmonauts. There are

great opportunities for mutually beneficial exchanges in the
sphere of culture and education. We are prepared, and sincerely
wish all that,

On relations with Japan. There are emerging signs of a

turn for the better here as well., It would be good if the turn

did take place. The objective position of our two countries in
the world demands profound cooperation on a sound realistic
basis, in a calm atmosphere free from problems of the past. A
beginning was made this year. Foreign ministers exchanged
visits. On the agenda is an exchange of top-level visits.

Economic cooperation is of mutual interest. The point at

issue is, first of all, our coastal regions which already
practise business contacts with Japanese firms. It is possible
to discuss the question of establishing joint enterprises in
adjacent and near-by regions of the USSR and Japan. Why not
establish long-term cooperation in the investigation and all-
round use of the ocean resources, why not link up the programmes
of the peaceful study and use of outer space? The Japanese, it
seems, have a method of making relations more dynamic called
Economic diplomacy. Let it serve this time soviet-Japanese

cooperation.
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In the pacific region, the Soviet Union also shares the
border with the United States. It is our next-door neighbour
in the literal meaning of the word, with only seven kilometres
dividing US -- the exact distance between the soviet island of
big diomede and the American island of little diomede.

We clearly realize that the united states is a great
pacific power, primarily because a considerable part of the U.S.
Population lives on the shores of this ocean. And the western
part of America, gravitating towards this area, is playing a
growing part in the country's life, and features dynamism,
Besides, the United States, undoubstedly has important economic
and political interests in the region.

No doubt, without the U.S., without its participation, it

is impossible to resolve the problem of secﬁrity and cooperation

in the pacific ocean in a way that would satisfy all. So far,

regrettably, Washington has not shown interest in this, it is
not even thinking of a serious talk on the pacific subject. If
this subject is taken, it is led to the trodden path of the

soviet threat and to sabre-ratting to corroborate the myth
Our approach to relations with the U.S. 1Is well-known we

stand for peaceful, goodneighbourly relations, for mutually
beneficial cooperation which has, incidentally, considerable
opportunities also in the far east, in the pacific.

Talking about the U.S., here are a few words about the most
important thing in our relations for the present -- about
termination of the arms race. After the Geneva meeting the
Soviet Union has put forward many large-scale proposals on the
entire range of problems of reducing and eliminating arms and
of verifying the process. We did not see any movement to meet
us half-way. We were treated in point of fact to the same

stuff as prior to the Geneva Summit.
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With a view to overcoming the marking of time, we went
farther along the road towards the USA: New large-scale com-
promise proposals were put forward in my june letter to the
president of the United States. When visiting here, I received
a reply from president Reagan. The reply sets on thinking. We
have begun to study it. We shall treat it with responsibility
and attention. To us the most important thing is first of all
the extent to which the proposals contained in the letter meet
the principle of equal security and whether they make it possi-
ble to reach effective joint solutions in the field of ending
the arms race and preventing its spreading over to outer space.
We shall determine our further steps accordingly. As far as a
new Soviet-U.S. summit meeting is concerned; I can repeat; We
favour such a meeting. But we resolutely oppose the interpreta-
tion of the accords reached at the previous meeting in Geneva -
as reduced to the promise to have more meetings. No. The main
thing on which we agreed last time with president Reagan and
what:we signed is the consent to strive for the normalisation
of relations between the USSR and the USA and for the improve-
ment of the international situation, and to speed up the course
of talks on the reduction of armaments. A new summit meeting,
too, is called upon to promote that.

We frequently hear from abroad all kinds of inventions to
the effect that the Soviet Union is building up its military
power in the east of the country. Let me state with all res-
ponsibility: We are not doing anything and shall not do any-
thing over and above the level that corresponds to the minimal
requirements of our defence, the defence of our friends and
allies, especially in the light of the American military acti-

vity not far from our and their frontiers.
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This applies in full measure to the medium-range missiles.
Those who do not want to see world tensions lessening continue
to argue that we allegedly will be able to move our SS5-20 mis-
siles from the West to the East and from the East to the West.
This is why I emphasize one more time.-- we suggest that both
American and Soviet medium-range missiles in Europe be eliminat-
ed. Precisely eliminated, and not moved somewhere. It is
quite clear that this promotes the interests of asian countries
as well,

I would also like to state that the Soviet Union is a con-
vinced advocate of dissanding the military groupings, renouncing
the possession of military bases in Asia and the Pacific Ocean
and withdrawing troops from the territories of other countries.
The USSR is a member of the Warsaw Treaty, but it is the European
Defensive Alliance and it operates strictly within the geographi-
cal framework determined by the treaty. In our turn we are
strongly opposed to U.S. attempts at extending NATQ'S compet-

ence to the entire world, including Asia and the Pacific Ocean.

Our views about the security in the Asian-pacific region
have not come out of thin air. They take account of the experi-
ence of the past and the modern times. The principles of
Pancia Shila and of Bandoong have not sunk into oblivion., The
positive examples of the true in Korea, the 1954 Geneva meeting
on Indochina, the Indo-Pakistani agreement in Tashkent live on
in the diplomatic experience. Nowadays, too, we see the efforts
of a number of states to solve in practice the common economic
problems and attempts at settling conflicts in one or other way.
There is a no small amount of positive in the activities of the
Asean and in bilateral ties. After the plan for a pacific

community had been rejected, the discussion of the idea of a
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pacific economic cooperation began. We approached it without
bias and we are ready to join in the deliberations on possible
foundations of such cooperation, of course, if it is conceived
not following a bloc-oriented, anti-socialist pattern impossed
by someone, but as a result of a free discussion without any
discrimination whatsoever. .A sufficiently vast arsenal of
scientific and political ideas on the issue of establishing a
new world economic order and the experience of integration in
the West and the East could become a solid foundation for such
discussions.

By way of an objective, no matter if it is a rather remote
one, we would propose a conference, in the mold of the Helsinki
Conference. To be attended by all the countries gravitating
toward the ocean. When an agreement is reached on its convoca-
tion (If at all, of course) it will be possible to come to terms
on the venue for it. One of the options is Hirosrima. Why
whould not that city, the first victim of nuclear evil, become
the Helsinki of sorts for Asia and the Pacific Ocean?

Summing up, I would like tovemphasize that we stand for
integrating the Asian-pacific region into the general process
of establishing a comprehensive system of international security
proposed at the 27th Congress of the CPSU.

How do we see it concretely?

First of all, the issues of regional settlement prompt
themselves., 1I'11 speak of Afghanistan separately. Now let me
speak of south-east Asia and kampuchea. The kampuchen people
sustained terrible losses. That country, its cities and
villages came under American Bumbing Raids more than once,

With its suffering it has gained the right to choose friends

and allies for itself. It is impossible to try and draw it
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back into the tragic past. To decide the future of that state
in the distant capitals or even in the united nations.

Here, -1like in other problems of south-east Asia, much
depends on the normalization of Sino-Vietnamese relations. It
is a sovereign matter of the governments and the leadership of
both countries. We can only express our interest in seeing the
border between there scoialist states again becoming a border
of peace and goodneighborly relations, in seeing comradely
dialogue resumed and the unnecessary suspicion and mistrust
removed, It seems that the moment is good and the whole of
Asia needs that.

In our opinion, there are no insurmountable obstacles in
the way of establishing mutually acceptable relations between
the countries of Indochina and Asean. Given goodwill and on
the condition of non-intervention from outside they could solve
their problems which would benefit the cause of security in
Asia.

There is a possibility not only for lessening dangerous

tensions in the Korean peninsula but also for starting to move

along the road of solving the national problem of the entire

Korean people. Beyond what is far from the Korean interests

there are no sensible reasons for evading a serious dialogue

proposed by the Democratic People's'Republic of Korea.

Second. We stand for putting up a barrier in the way of

the proliferation and build-up of nuclear weapons in Asia and

the Pacific Ocean.

As is known, the USSR pledged itself not to increase the
number of medium-range nuclear missiles in the Asian part of

the country.
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The USSR supports proclaiming the southern part of the
pacific a nuclear-free zone and upses all nuclear powers to
guarantee its status in a unilateral or multilateral way.

The implementation of the proposal of the DPRK for the

creation of a nuclear-free zone in the Korean peninsula would

be a serious coniribution. The well-deserved attention was

aroused by the idea of creating such a zone in south-east Asia.

Third. We propose in start talks on the reduction on the
activity of fleets in the pacific, above all nuclear-armed ships.
Restriction of the rivalry in the sphere of anti-submarine
weapons, specifically, the arrangement to keep from anti-sub-
marine activity in certain zones of the Pacific would help
strengthen stability. This could become a substantial Confi-
dence-Building Measure. In general, I would like to say that
if the united states gave up military presence, say, in the
Philippines, we would not leave this step unanswered.

We remain strongly in favour of resuming the talks on turn-
ing the Indian ocean into a peace zone,

Fourth. The soviet union attaches much importance to
radical reduction of armed forces and conventional armaments in
Asia to the limits of reasonable sufficiency. We realise that
this problem should be tackled gradually, stage-by-stage, by
starting from some one district, say, the far east. In this
context the USSR is prepared to discuss with the PRC concrete
steps aimed at proportionate lowering of the level of land
forces. |

Certain progress has been achieved of late at the Arghan-
Pakistani Talks held through the mediation of a representative
of the united nations secretary general. As soon as a political

settlement is finally worked out, the return of all Soviet troops
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from Afghanistan can be speed up. Schedules for their stage-by-
stage return have been agreed upon with the Afghan leadership.

But all who encourage and finance the undeclared war
against Afghanistan and from whose territory it is waged, should
know that if the intervention against the DRA continues, the
Soviet Union will stand up for its neighbour. This stems from
bur internationalist solidarity with the Afghan people and from
the interests of the Soviet Union's security,

We support the line of the present Afghan leadership after
national reconciliation, at the widening of the social base of
the April National-Democratic Revolution including the creétion
of a government with the participation in it of those political
forces that found themselves: Byond the country's boundaries
but are prepared to participate sincerely in the nationwide

process of the consitruction of new Afghanistan,

Comrades,

The present generations inherited many difficult, painful
problems. In order to advance to their solution, it is necess-
ary to get rid of the burden of the past, to seek new approaches,
guiding oneself by the responsibility for the present and
future.

The -Soviet State calls on all Asian and Pacific Nations for
cooperation for the sake of peace and security. Everyone who is
striving for these goals, who hopes for a better future of their
peoples, will find us to be benevolent interlocutors and honest
partners.

Mankind is living through a difficult, dramatic time. But
it has a reserve of strength, which allows it not simply to
survive but also to learn to live in a new, civilized world, in

other words, to live without the threat of war, in conditions of
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freedom, when the benefit of man and the maximum development of
the possibilities of a personality will be the highest criterion.
But this requires a persistent struggle against the common

enemy -- the threat of universal destruction.

Mobilization of the potential of common sense existing in
the world, the partnership of reason, are now more important
than ever to arrest the sliding to catastrophe. Our resolve to
do our utmost for this remains unchanged. Peoples of all coun-
tries and states can be sure of this,

Fifth. The soviet union holds that time has long come to
switch to practical plane the discussion of confidence-building
measures and non-use of force in the region. The start could
be made from the simpler measures, for instance, measures for
security of sea lanes in the pacific, and for the prevention of
international terrorism.

A conference to discuss and work out such measures could
be held in one of the soviet maritime cities. By the way, the
question could be solved with time of opening Vladivostok to
visits by foreigners. If a change for the better in the situa-
tion in the Pacific is really achieved, Vladivostok could become
one of the major international centres. A commercial and cul-
tural centre, a city for festivals, sports events, congresses,
scientific symposiums. We would like it to be our widely opened
window on the East. And the words of our great Pushkin The
ships of every flag and nation will hail our shores will then
apply also to Vladivostok.

And in conclusion, about Afghanistan., It was declared from
the Rostrum of the 27th Congress of the CPSU that we are ready
to return home Soviet troops stationed in Afghanistan at the

request of its government. As you known, the party now firmly
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adheres to the principle that words should be confirmed by deeds.

Having throughly assessed the situation that is shaping and
having held consultations with the government of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan, the Soviet leadership has adopted the
decision which I officially announce today: Six regiments will
be returned home from Afghanistan before the end of 1986 -- one
armoured regiment, two motorised rifle regiments, and three ant
anti-aircraft artillery regiments -- with their organic equip-
ment and armaments. These units will be returned to the areas
of their permanent deployment in the.Soviet Union and in such a
way that all those who take an interest in this could easily

ascertain this.

Taking so serious a step of which we informed in advance
the states concerned, including Pakistan, the Soviet Union is
Striving to speed up Political settlement, to give it
iﬁpetus. The Soviet Union also proceeds from the view that
those who organise and implement the armed intervention against
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan will correctly understand
and duly appreciate this unilateral step of ours. It must be
answered by the curtailment of outside interference in the
affairs of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan,

Such is, in brief, the state of our affairs now, such is
the general outline of the international situation in whose
development the role of the Asian-Packfic part of the world will
be ever growing. We must draw practical conclusions from all
this so as to act with still greater energy, Rebuilding our
life for the better.

There are no direct analogies in history, but similar

situations arise. Therefore, the fruitful experience of the
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past is so valuable and instructive for US. In the article
Fourth anniversary of the October Revolution V.I. Lenin wrote:
We have already started the necessary changes in our economic ‘
policy and already have some successes to our credit. True,
they are small and partial, but nonetheless, they are successes,
In this new field of 'tuition'.we are already finishing our
preparatory class. By persistent and assiduous study, by making
practical experience the test of every step we take, by not
fearing to alter over and over again what we have already begun,
by correcting our mistakes and most carefully analysing their
significance, we shall pass to the higher classes. We shall go
through the whole 'course'.

Here we haVe, comrades, Lenin's advice, Lenin's analysis
with the depth, sobriety and self-opticism inherent in him.
This is the advice as to how we should act in the present situa-
tion, how to make the restructuring so as to complete it success-
fully and take the country to a qualitatively new level. Our
duty is to follow this wise and effective advice by Lenin in

full measure.

Item ends.
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